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Life Is A River.
Adjust Your Attitude
And Paddle

BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON

ST. PETERSBURG - “Life
is a river. Adjust your attitude
and paddle.” To Jim Martin,
educational and motivational
consultant, this motto repre
sents his formula for success in
schools, the business arena,
and one’s own personal life.
He has developed training
programs that he feels will lead

to increased productivity and
personal achievement. He
explains that the “river” exem
plifies the changes of life that
we experience everyday and
that the “paddle” represents a
call to take action. The third
principle Martin explained is
your attitude. “You have to
adjust your thinking and
change the way you respond to
circumstances,” he said.
From 1969 to 1979 Jim
Martin was an educator in the
Pinellas
Coimty
School
system, who believed in an
innovative
approach
to
teaching. “Instead of just
teaching the concept of the
three R’s, I teach the child
about, themselves,” Martin
said. “Before a child can leam,
they have a greater need to

Gibbs High School
Class Of 1958 Celebrated
50th Class Reunion

leam about themselves.” At
Dixie Hollins and Boca Ciega
High schools he developed
programs that emphasized
“rational
self-counseling.”
This concept teaches self-man
agement in how a person
responds to the emotional
highs and lows of one life. “We
have a choice as to how we can
respond,” said Mr.'Martin. “If
we think faulty it [the
situation] will come out
faulty.”
Jim founded Stepping
Stones Inc. in 1979. He offered
customized training programs
for clients that included Xerox,
E-Systems, St. Petersburg Jr.
College, City of St. Petersburg,
and Pinellas County. He feels
that the programs he offered in
organizational effectiveness,
customer service, corporate
culture, or employee produc
tivity are the key components
to a business’ success. “The
key to any organization is the
interpersonal relationship of
the people,” Martin stated.
Mr. Martin expanded his
horizons by accepting a
request from the University of

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Class of 1958 celebrated their
50th class reunion under the
theme: “Whee—ew, We Made It,
50 Years.” To kick off the three
day event, they toured Gibbs
High School, on Friday, July 18
from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. — remem
bering “then and now.” The
“Meet and Greet” on Friday
evening, officially opened the
“bringing together” of class
mates, friends and family. The
focus for the evening was packed
with oldies but goodies of 1958,
with a stroll down memory lane
entitled, “Remember When,”
and other memory games.
A Memorial Ceremony/
Breakfast followed on Saturday
morning, July 19 to pay tribute to
deceased
members.
The
highlight of the celebration took
place on Saturday night at the
class banquet held at the St.
Petersburg Country Club, 2000
Country Club Way So. The
banquet message was an
excursion into the past and the
reality of the present. The Rev.
Don A. Gaskin was the keynote
speaker.
Blue and Gold decorations
accented
with
mini-lights
throughout the ballroom gave an
elegant setting fit for a milestone
celebration of 50 years. Lois
Howard-Williams,
librarian
during that era, was honored as a
“special guest” at the banquet.
Music was provided by DJ
FOXX.
With the exception of the
banquet, all activities were'
held at the host hotel
Holiday
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ST.
PETERSBURG
School Resource Officers are
needed and have a positve
impact within public schools,
according to city officials,
school leaders and students.
On June 19, the St.
Petersburg City Council author
ized Mayor Rick Baker to allow
a one-year contract between the
City and the Pinellas County
School Board for a continuation
of the School Resource Officer
Program for the upcoming
2008-2009 school year. The
contract for $490,115 will be
used for officers’ salaries,
according to City Councilman
Bill Dudley. This is evidence

that the Pinellas County School
Board feels that this is a
necessary expense. The St.
Petersburg Police Department
will assign 10 officers to 10 city
schools; four high schools,
Gibbs, Lakewood, Northeast
and St. Petersburg; and five
middle schools, Azalea, Bay
Pointe,
John
Hopkins,
Meadowlawn,
Tyrone
and
Southside Fundamental School.
Before being elected to the
St. Petersburg City Council, Bill
Dudley worked 38 years in the
Pinellas County School system
as a teacher at Northeast High
School and he believes in the
SRO program. “The primary
function for the SRO program is
to educate and teach kids to
respect law enforcement and not

fear them,” said Dudley.
Programs such as D.A.R.E, a
drug resistance abuse education
program, “reaches out to young
kids to let them know that police
are their friend,” said Dudley.
Despite plans of educating
school children and showing
police officers in a positive
manner, there are still many
crimes committed in schools.
“There are felons that go to
school,” said Dudley while
pointing out that the majority of
the crimes that are committed in
public schools are theft related.
“Anything that happens in
the real world happens at
school, we are just a microcosm

SCHOOL
continued on pg. 4
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signs of stroke.

Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg,

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes

especially on one side of the body

Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of balance or coordination

Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding

Sudden, severe headache with no cause

American Heart I American Stroke
Association* I Association*
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StrokeAssociation.org/power

POWER TO END STROKE.

Power To End Stroke is supported by the Bristol-Myers Squibb/Sanofi Pharmaceutical Partnership.

You are the Power

POSTGAME

Local support for Power To End Stroke is provided by Allegany Franciscan Ministries, tnc.
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Tropicana
picana Field | St. Petersburg
It is the only Back-To-School
advertising supplement targeted to
African-Americans! This Special Edition
will be published Thursday, August 7, 2008
in partnership with the
Pinellas County Urban League and
Pinellas County Schools.
It will feature a “Parenting Tool Kit” with
valuable information every family needs.
Reserve your space by
Monday, July 28, 2008
by calling 727-896-2922
or email:
advertising@theweeklychailenger.com
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Grammy Award winning Hip-Hop artist with hits like
“Her Lover”, “Momma Said Knock You Out" & current sing!e“Freeze”

African American Celebration
Game starts at 6:10PM. Concert immediately following the game and is

$9.
Call 888-FAN-RAYS or visit raysbaseball.com toda
free with the purchase of a game ticket. Tickets starting at just

Listed ticket prices increase 52 beginning 5 hours prior to each respective game.

st 10,000 fans
The first
fans in attendance v
receive
a B.J. Upton
figurine
eaB.J.
Upto
presets ted by Bright House Networks.
Rays Saturday Nights presented by
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
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Investing In Our Nation’s Youth
BY U.S. REP. BOBBY
SCOTT (D-VA.)
NNPA SPECIAL
COMMENTARY

Our nation is currently at a
critical crossroads with regard to
crime policy. When it comes to
crime policy, we have a choice - we
can reduce crime or we can play
politics.
For far too long, Congress has
chosen to play politics by enacting
“tough on crime” slogans such as
“three strikes and you’re out” or
“you do the adult crime, you do the
adult time.” Although these policies
sound appealing, their impact
ranges from a negligible reduction
in crime to increased crime.
These slogan-based policies
have led to the creation of what
experts at the Children’s Defense
Fund (CDF) are calling the “Cradle
to Prison Pipeline?’
In a recent report, CDF identi
fied various contributing factors to
the Pipeline, including poverty, a
struggling education system, and an
unresponsive, punitive juvenile
justice system.

The results of this pipeline are
staggering. In its report, CDF
estimated that for boys bom in
2001, black hoys have a one in
three chance of going to prison
during their lifetime, while white
boys have a one in 17 chance.
National prison statistics also
reflect the pipeline’s construction.
Since 1970, the number of individ
uals incarcerated in the U.S. has
risen from approximately 300,000
to over 2 million. This makes the
United States the world’s leading
incarcerator by far with an average
incarceration rate seven times the
international average rate and up to
40 times the international average
in some inner-city communities.
Unfortunately, Congress is
currently considering anti-gang leg
islation that continues this failed
policy in addressing gang activity.
These bills contain several par
ticularly troubling components
including creating new gang crimes
and increasing the number of
crimes that make juveniles eligible
for life without parole.
These bills would target
minorities and increase already

high minority incarceration rates.
At the same time, the evidence, is
clear that to reduce crime, we must
invest in research-based prevention
and intervention programs aimed at
at-risk youth. Programs such as
teen pregnancy prevention, prenatal
care, new parent training, nurse
home visits, Head Start and other
early
childhood
education
programs, quality education, after
school programs, summer recre
ation and jobs, guaranteed college
scholarships,
and job-training
programs have been shown to work
cost-effectively to reduce crime.
In order to effectively reduce
crime and dismantle the Cradle to
Prison Pipeline, I introduced the
Youth PROMISE Act, which puts
evidence-based approaches to
crime reduction into legislative
practice. This Act would mobilize
community leaders ranging from
law enforcement officials to
educators to health and mental
health agencies. These leaders
would come together to form a
PROMISE Coordinating Council
that
would
identify
the
community’s needs with regard to

youth and gang violence and
develop a plan to address these
needs.
The community would then be
eligible for a grant to implement
evidence-based strategies based on
a comprehensive, locally tailored
plan to dismantle the Cradle to
Prison Pipeline. The result of the
Youth PROMISE Act will be to
help , communities get children out
of the Cradle to Prison Pipeline and
into a Cradle to College Pipeline.
It is important to note that the
Youth PROMISE Act would not
stop or impede the current enforce
ment of laws; the criminal justice
system will continue to arrest,
convict, and incarcerate those who
commit crimes. But the Youth
PROMISE Act would equip com
munities with tools to effectively
prevent and reduce crime before it
occurs.
I am hopeful that Congress will
move forward with the Youth
PROMISE Act this year so students
in our next generation will be more
likely to receive a college degree
than serve time in jail.

The Time To Be Afraid Is Now
BY HARRY C. ALFORD
NNPA COLUMNIST

Not since the Great

Depression started with the stock
market crash of 1929 and followed
by an immediate run on the banks
has there been such doubt in areas
such as “Trust,” “Accountability,”
etc. when it came to where we put
our precious money.
The best long term solid invest
ment for all Americans was home
ownership. That too has gone away
from our trusted beliefs.
Our investments, assets, cash
and everything else of value is now
on the line. There is a chance that
most of it will evaporate right
before our eyes and there is nothing
we can do about it. Most of this
started
with
the
sub-prime
mortgage hustle. It has turned out
to be a bigger monster than most of
us imagined.
One of the biggest examples is
IndyMac Bank. This company is a
spin off of Countrywide (one of the
biggest firms involved in the sub
prime mortgage scam).
Countrywide took its finest
products
and
birthed
the
Independent Mortgage Acceptance
Corporation, hence the name
IndyMac. According to Thomson

Financial, “Indy was the secondlargest mortgage lender in the
United States, and the sfcventh
largest savings and loan, with $32

billion in assets and $.19 billion in
deposits and $1 billion uninsured.
It was the biggest bank failure in
years. Since 2000, according to the
FDIC, there have been 32 bank
failures in the United States, with
IndyMac the fifth one so far in
2008 and bigger than all the other’
31 put together.” Those depositors
with mpre than $100 thousand
stand to lose all above the $100
thousand threshold. If you had
$800 thousand in IndyMac you
stand to only come out with $100
thousand.
The rest is a big gamble and
most likely at least 50 percent will
be lost by the' depositor.
Remember,
only
$100
thousand in deposits is insured by
the FDIC. There is no bank, invest
ment brokerage anywhere that will
guarantee you more than the initial
$100 thousand. This is not security!
The real scary part is that the
FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp.) has another 90 to 150 banks
on its list of “troubled” lenders. Is
your bank on that list? You can’t
tell as the FDIC is keeping it a
secret to prevent you from running

What are your opinions on
The Weekly Challenger!

to the bank and causing it to
collapse like IndyMac. Yes, the
times are indeed changing and you
nor I know what to do. The govern
ment, Congress, Wall St. and others
are going in circles and are at a lost
on what to do. You and. I are at the
bottom of this and will be the ones
most hurt. YOUR MONEY ISN’T
SAFE!
Don’t think you can avoid this
by running to a major bank. They
have troubles too. Wachovia
Securities, formerly AG Edwards
and now a division of the fourth
largest bank in the nation Wachovia Corporation, is now
having difficulty in its daily
business. The secretary of state of
Missouri after receiving hundreds
of complaints from customers who
were denied access to their cash
sprung a raid on this brokerage last
week. Her intent was “to make the
investors whole.” This looks like
the next big horror story.
The equity in your home, the
American Dream, is going up in
smoke with the rising tide of fore
closures. Even if you have your
home free and clear, you are still at
risk. For every foreclosure within
two miles of your home you will
lose approximately $7,000 in net
equity. It doesn’t take long for this

to start mounting up and chipping
away at your family’s future.
What is going to happen to our
retirement accounts and life
insurance policies? These two
industries have long been investing
in the above areas and they must be
taking a beating right now.
When the “Baby Boomers”
start retiring and cashing in on
long-term life insurance policies
will they be in for a major shock
also? Probably, as the pain is being
spread throughout the world.
The way the Global Economy
is set up now - we are severely vul
nerable.
Even
giants
like
FannieMae and FreddieMac may
have to be rescued by our national
treasury. That will be tragic as we
can ill afford such major bailouts.
All of this and China is one of
our major creditors. Our personal
wealth is going down the tubes; our
dollar is shrinking in value weekly;
lost faith in the financial markets
and a foreign country who could
call in our “note” whenever they
feel like it. It took our
parents/grandparents 20 years and
a world war to get out of the last
Great Depression. How long and at
what price will we have to pay for
this one? Let us pray.
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Building Wealth
By: Cherin L. Stover

Money Matters
How to Keep Track of Your Money
Have you ever taken $20 out of the ATM,
and at the end of the day, not know where it all
went? It is critical to understand where your
money goes. Knowing what your income and
expenses are every month will help you take
control of your financial situation.
Taking control of your financial situation
helps reduce the anxiety of not knowing
whether you have the money to pay your bills
when they are due. It is important to have a
sense of control over money, rather than
letting money have control over you.
One of the first steps to financial security
is planning and following through on a
personal budget. Budgeting is about choices:
choosing how to make money and choosing
how to spend money. Budgeting will help you
build assets, and building assets improves the
quality of life for you and your family.
A good way to start taking control of your
financial situation is to develop a budget, a
savings and spending plan which is a step-bystep plan for meeting expenses in a given
period of time. An income and expenses
worksheet can help you track your income
(wages, public assistance, child support/
alimony, interest/dividends, social security,
other) and your expenses, both fixed and
flexible. Fixed expenses could include:
rent/mortgage; property taxes/insurance; trash
collection; ear payment; car insurance; other

loan payments; health insurance; day
care/elder care. Flexible expenses would
include: savings; gas/oil; electricity; water;
telephone; food; transportation/gas; car main
tenance; education; and personal expenses. A
worksheet provides an opportunity to list
income and expenses in two columns on the
same page and total the amounts for each
column to get a clear picture of your financial
situation. Remember to plan for income and
expenses that do not occur on a monthly basis.
A daily spending diary is an additional
tool to help track your money. List each day of
the week and next to each day write down
what you spent your money on that day. A
daily spending diary not only helps you track
your spending but allows you the opportunity
to see where you might want to cut back.
The
Federal
Deposit
Insurance
Corporation, Money Smart curriculum is the
information source for today’s article. FDIC is
a partner of the Wealth Building Coalition of
Pinellas County, and the WBC education
partners use the curriculum in their financial
education classes. If you are interested in
taking a budgeting course, please call 727321-9444.
The
WBC
promotes
community
awareness of the Earned Income Tax Credit
and free tax preparation for working families
and individuals.

Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

of the real world,” said Dennis
Duda, principal of Lakewood
High School.
On middle and high school
campuses the duties of an SRO
varies from making regular
class visits, talking to kids about
drug abuse, driving safety and
other law enforcement issues to
acting as an advisor to the
principal. Armed with the
responsibility of investigating
criminal violations and
responding to police-related
incidents, SRO’s provide a law
enforcement presence that helps
prevent crimes on school
property.
On occasion, students
commit crimes outside of
school property and it rolls over
to campus where police often
arrest students for off-campus
violations, which can bring a
bad reflection on the school.
Additionally,
some
school
resource officers live near the
campuses where they work, like
Kenneth Jamison, SRO at
Lakewood High School. “He
lives in the neighborhood and
he knows the kids. He is not
only an authority figure but a
friend,” said Duda.
Like Jamison, many in the
law enforcement agency under
stand the benefits of a close and
positive relationship with their

local schools. Interaction
among police officers, students
and faculty helps create a better
understanding of a police
officers role within society.
Susan
Farias,
assistant
principal over the International
Baccalaureate program at St.
Petersburg High School said she
feels safer knowing that there is
an SRO on campus. “You feel
safer and know that there is
someone here to go further than
1 can with power and authority.”
The' SRO’s at Boca Ciega
High School in Gulfport, also
received a good report from one
of the students. “They are
respected and good people, they
get along with everybody and
enforce the rules,” said Xavier
Harrison, a lOth grade student at
Boca Ciega.
Students at Boca Ciega say
that they feel that the learning
environment would be worse if
SRO’s did not monitor the
campus. “Bogie would be off
the chain, we have so many
incidents
like fights
and
students bringing knives and
one boy even brought a gun to
school but the SRO arrested
him,” said Harrison.
Maureen
Thronton,
principal at John Hopkins
Middle School also sees SRO’s
as a valuable entity in public
schools. “If we take SRO’s out
of our schools, we will go back
to a state where it is police
against community and every

thing we have built will be
torn down,” said Thronton.
Administrators also see SRO’s
as a necessity in schools
because it allows them to
perform all of their daily duties.
Although SRO’s are critical in
public schools they are still the
last option when incidents arise,
they only get involved when
requested. “SRO’s are backline
contacts and never deal with
everyday school issues. They
only get involved at the request
ofthe principal,” said Thronton.
Due to new zoning guide
lines that place students in
schools close to their homes,
schools will face new and
greater challenges. With the rise
in
school
shootings
and
violence across the nation,
SRO’s will keep administrators
up to date on neighborhood
issues such as gangs and turf
wars between different areas in
the community while providing
stability for parents knowing
that there is someone on campus
to handle possible violence.
“Having SRO’s in middle
schools provides families with
opportunities to catch kids who
are involved in drugs and gangs
and turn them around before it is
too late,” said Thronton. “They
give our parents a sense of
security and peace knowing that
there is an officer on campus,
due to the times that we are
living in.”

Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

(4c CMMMKi(<y

f &SO

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr, LFD

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON

Career Fairs - How To
Maximize Your Effectiveness
Many job seekers do not understand the
benefits of developing an effective pre-plan
before attending a career fair. Most job
seekers do however, recognize the need to
be well rested, have a neat and clean
resumes, and be dressed for success. How
can you as a job seeker be most effective
when attending a career fair?
Unfortunately, while time may not
permit you to meet with every company that
is present, developing a predetermined
strategy and following it closely can
empower your self-confidence. Also,
effective preparation will increase your
ability to maneuver through the career fair
and present your 30 second-infomercial
along, with your resume to the companies of
choice. Ultimately, it is up to you to present
yourself in a manner that compels the
recruiter to remember you. Therefore,
remember be organized. Arrange your
documents so that you do not have to
fumble. It is recommended that you carry a
well-arranged portfolio as this will add to,
your professional presence. Before you
move to the next recruiter ask for a business
card and make brief notes about the conver
sation you had with recruiter. To add to your
efficiency, take brief breaks between recruit
ing booths, this will give you time to review
your notes about the next targeted business
es.
Ideally, you should first acquire a list of
the participating vendors, this will afford
you the opportunity to identify companies

you believe match your interest, experience,
and skills.
It is also recommended that you identify
eight to 10. companies of interest and
formulate ai plan to speak to the company’s
recruiter.
Do not forget to visit the company’s
Web site so that you can convey to the
recruiter that you are keenly aware of the
products and services offered by the
company.
Recruiters strongly suggest that you
revisit your resume to incorporate key words
from the company’s job description in your
objective.
During your conversation with the
recruiter highlight the skills you can use
from your previous work experience that
will contribute to your successful perform
ance of the position of interest
When appropriate do not hesitate to
request a formal interview.
Make note of each conversation for rec
ollection when you follow-up.
When you customize your plan on how
to work effectively, you position yourself to
leave a great impression on the recruiters as
you maximize your time and effort to secure
suitable employment.
Source: www.quintcareers.com

ADVERTISING SALES
REPRESENTATIVES WANTED
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated
self-starters with the desire to grow in the fast-paced field of marketing.
Candidates require excellent organizational and communication skills, must
be a team player with a can-do attitude. The position will be responsible for
defining and implementing advertising sales strategies for revenue growth.
Sales representatives are also responsible for developing sales tools
and promotional plans. Successful sales experience desirable.
Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and
advertising are helpful. To apply forward resume by email to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922.

Performance-based commission plus bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Naaman Johnson

Mercedes-Benz

Naaman Johnson, represents Mercedes-Benz at Crown
Eurocars. Naaman is a familiar name in tiie luxury
; European aotomobile circles end is an outstanding '
representation of Crown Eurocars and the customer
service .principles we bel.ieve in.
, A
'
Naaman would like to. invite all his friends clients ind
those who would like a Mercedez Ben"purchase
experience “unlike any other”
to stop by and say hello.

HOT JOBS

•
•
•
•

Marketing-Information Specialist I
Floor Finisher
HR Specialist
RN’s, Caregiver, and CNA’s

CROWN

Jits' recognized as one ofthe
Mercedes-Benz “Best of the Best"
Retailer Award Winners for 2002-2004-2006

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@croWncars.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rainbow Tea
And Fashion Show
ST. PETERSBURG - From
4 to. 7 p.m. on Saturday, July 26,
the community’s attention will
be drawn to the First Annual
Rainbow Tea and Fashion
Show. Hosted by the Minority
Development Committee ofthe
American Cancer Society, the
affair will take place at Hospice
of Florida Suncoast, 3110 lst
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Among the program partic
ipants are Ms. Cassandra
Montes, Mistress of Ceremony;
Mrs. Janis L. Sanders, Fashion
Show Commentator, Ms. Linda
and
Mr.
Jimmy
Watkins
Wright, Inspirational Speakers;
Ms. Dorothy Williams,
Vocalist; and the First Mount
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church Dance Group.
“We cordially invite the
community to join us at the
Rainbow Tea and Fashion
Show and enjoy all of its festiv
ities,”
says
Committee

MARTIN
continuedfrom front page
St. Petersburg to found the
“Oasis School’’ in 1995, which
was originally located in Del
Holmes Park before it relocated
to the St Petersburg campus.
The Oasis School’s mission
was to provide at-risk children
with additional mentoring,
counseling, and tutoring while
providing life skills in self
management. “The parents had
to be involved,” Martin said.
“We made them and the

students sign a contract that
they would be equally involved
with the program.” He further
stated, “The success of the child
is determined by the impact of
the parent.”

Mary S. Jones,
committee chairwoman

Chairwoman, Mary S. Jones.
“Our united efforts will
help continue programs and
resources urgently needed to
fight cancer in our community.”
Event Chairwoman
Lawanna Stewart indicates that
guests can register at the event
and look forward to a celebra
tion of survival, fashions, door
prizes and more!

Martin was formerly state
director of the “Take Stock in
Children”
program.
This
statewide program provided
mentoring and scholarships for
low
income
and
at-risk
students. The program offered
any student, who stayed drug
free, crime free, with a C
average and who met with their
mentor once a week, a four-year
college scholarship. Jim Martin
became the first AfricanAmerican to sit on the S.W.
Florida Water Management
Board when he was appointed
by former Gov. Childs.
Currently, Jim Martin
Educational Consulting is
offering several programs such
as “The Self-Managing

Growing Interest
In Toilet Rebates

Imagine Such
A School!

was slated to end in October
2007, was extended in response
to an unexpected increase in
consumer demand.
“The District and County
decided to continue the
program through Oct. 31, 2008
to take advantage of the
growing momentum in partici
pation,” said Melissa Musicaro,
District water conservation
analyst. “An additional 8,000
rebates are available.”
The total cost for this phase
is $1,096,000. As part of the
agreement, Pinellas County
will receive up to $548,000
in financial assistance from
the District's Pinellas-Anclote
River Basin Board. This phase
is anticipated to save 164,000
gallons of water per day.
Customers interested in
participating may contact the'
Pinellas County Toilet Rebate
Office at 727-725-2604.

The Southwest Florida
Water Management District is
working with Pinellas County
Utilities to promote water con
servation by providing toilet
rebates of up to $100 for each
high-volume toilet replaced
with a low-flow model.
High-volume toilets can
use three gallons or more per
flush, while low-flow toilets
use up to 1.6 gallons per flush.
This ongoing project has
been cooperatively funded by
Pinellas County and the
District's
Pinellas-Anclote
River Basin Board since 2002.
During that time, 81,845 lowflow toilets have been installed,
which are estimated to save
approximately 2,3 million
gallons of water per day. Under
the agreement Pinellas County
inspects the installed toilets and
reports the water saved using
actual water use data.
The rebate program, which

Manager,” “ Finding the Team
Within the Group,” and “Life
Based Story Telling.” He
explained, “The story is only the
mechanism of what I’m trying
to say.” Particularly excited by
his < “Unlocking the Male
Potential: Exploring the Minds
of Boys” workshop, Martin
hopes that it will help educators
understand that they must leam
how to teach boys differently.
Martin also offers unique
programs where field and canoe
trips offer diverse challenges
and builds confidence. “It’s a
two prong approach,” Martin
explained. “You can tell a child
you’re strong; you can endure,
but I put them in a canoe to
experience it for themselves.”

Jim Martin grew up on a
farm and says he’s a “country
boy.” “I felt at peace and a kinsmanship with the earth and its
systems that nurture us.”
Martin will, continue his
motivational
approach
at
Gulfport and 74th Street
Elementary schools. He hopes
that he will be able tp develop
and field-test methodology
programs that will benefit other
schools. “Ifl had a magic wand
I would ’enable a person to
change
their perspective,”
Martin concluded. “In the
changing of the perspective,
you can respond by having a
relief oasis to recover in while
you go through life’s circum
stances.”

CLASSIFIED
DNA Paternity Testing
“Get The Truth”

LIFE AND FINAL EXPENSE
INSURANCE

99.9% Accurate - Payment Plans Available

If you have been turned down

Results in 3-5 days

for health reasons, don’t delay!

Hours - Mon. - Sat. (24/7)

Call Today! (727) 565-0164

Mobile Service - “We Come To You”
(Call Now)

DLM Services - 1-888-651-5777
Accredited Lab Services

Alice Johnson-Reed, General Agent
St. Petersburg, Florida

Lie. #131633

MARy KAy’
skme

Dianne Speights

t

Independent Sales Director
W
727-866-6621
727-403-0144
dspeights@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/dspeights

3069 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg • 727-321-7610
Heels • Hair • Accessories • Beauty Is More Than Hair Deep

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Pofcres Can Include:
No cancellations Dental and Visiori’
V Disability' V Life Insurance’
V No Co-pay” V Chiropractic care”

'Jl« Dollar Coverage”

™ WE CAN HELP!!!
Larry Eugene Walker •

Insurance

USF

ST. PETERSBURG

2-1-1 Tampa Bay
Cares Inc. Recruiting
Volunteers
2-1 -1 is recruiting volunteers!
This position provides informa
tion and referral to those callers in
Pinellas, Hernando and Citrus
counties needing help by linking
them to vital resources in the
community.
Volunteers
are
required to complete a call center
training plus one hour of call
monitoring prior to assignment.
Qualifications for this position
include computer skills, the
ability to communicate verbally
in a non-judgmental manner and
the ability to work well with a
diverse population. Volunteers are
asked to commit to two hours per
week - Monday through Friday
between the hours of 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The minimum age require
ment for this volunteer position
is 18.
This is a great opportunity
to
gain
experience
and
provides the volunteer with
knowledge of programs in the
community and information
and referrals on health and
human service issues.
Interested volunteers must
complete, an application and
participate in the interview and
screening process. Contact Geri
Costello, community relations
manager at 727-210-4233, x4556
or e-mail geri@2l ltampabay.org.
Application and resume deadline
is Aug. 15.

Ligon tv Ligon d.d.sp.a.

FREE
NO OBLIGATION
QUOTE

1 Reginald Ligon, D.D.S. • Mendee B. Ligon, D.D.S. • Mark T. Cullen D.D.S.

GENERAL • FAMILY • COSMETIC
& IMPLANT DENTISTRY

Adtrnstreiwe office h Rtchtand•Ktis, TX EssUSicnsanofertfa&josapfy P»n$«ary6ystate Gtoucpofccy#26025 ard26026asm vsnaiion •Qc&naDeceits
that
~0ptK«4 bereft reqem
Pb* berets are tended tstheevaAatteoaiance Coverage net avaAafce n stales
Asaxsa&on member * regwrac M-FI00GG31 Ero ’<99

a

_________ ____________ '

The MEGA Life and Health
____________________ insurance Company

• 1 Hr Teeth Whitening • Root Canals • Extractions

A $ He&lthMarkets' Company
Kwttpbng tt* Prwnt«? of AffuntMo

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

private school-like experience,
or they’re feeling the pinch of
the economy and are looking for
a school that doesn’t cost them
anything, or they’re looking for
a school that teaches character
building and instills a strong
sense of purpose in their
children.”
The school’s location near
the downtown business district
makes it an ideal choice for
parents who work downtown,
too.
Most Imagine Schools in
Florida, there are now 19, stress
academic achievement and also
use a curriculum delivery
system known as ProjectCHILD.
ProjectCHILD recognizes that
children need to move around
and each student is given the
freedom to move from physical
activities to computer stations to
activities using paper and pens.
Because charter schools
have more freedom than a tradi
tional public school, Imagine
Schools tend to prepare children
for Florida’s FCAT tests but do
not focus exclusively on
“teaching to the test.”
Conner said members of
black churches in the area as
well as families and business
owners have given the school
located at 1950 lst Ave. N. a
warm welcome.
Conner is
encouraging
parents interested in enrolling
their children for the current
school year do so immediately
by going online at the Imagine
Schools Web site at www.imaginesschools.com or by calling
(727)821-7100.
Imagines School at St.
Petersburg’s tuition-free enroll
ment is open to all Pinellas
County families.

AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-ReneWed???

727-393-4617

ST.
PETERSBURG
Imagine
a place
where
diversity is the rule and not the
exception, where every black,
brown and white child’s voice is
heard, where everyone shares
common goals for student
achievement and success.
Imagine a place where
students and teachers strive to
grow in character and to live
under shared values of integrity,
justice, and fun.
Imagine a place where
everyone works to steward the
school’s resources and live
within our financial means.
Imagine a place where
students, parents, teachers, and
school leaders work together to
achieve these goals.
Now imagine such a school
is totally tuition free and located
close to the heart of downtown
St. Petersburg!
That place is Imagine
School at St. Petersburg, a
unique, K-5 public charter
school situated in the heart of
one of the most interesting
neighborhoods in the city - the
crossroads of the Kenwood
Historic District and Grand
Central neighborhood that the
City is helping to redevelop.
Imagine School at St.
Petersburg, which is now
accepting children for ffeetuition enrollment in the school
year beginning this August, is a
perfect fit for the neighborhood.
“We tend to attract parents
whose children are in public
school but who want a real
choice, an alternative for their
children,” said Robert Conner,
the school’s principal. “We also
attract parents who are home
schooling and parents who have
their children in private school.
“These parents want a

USF

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

• White Fillings • Gum Treatments • Nitrous Oxide Gas
• Dentures • Partials • Crowns / Bridges • Veneers

• Sedation Dentistry

- NEW PATIENTS &
EMERGENCIES WELCOME -

ST. PETERSBURG

The following jobs are currently available:
• Assistant Director #6872

The following jobs are currently available:
• HR Consultant #4653

For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to www.stpt.usf.edu/iobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stDt.usf.edu/iobs
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

i iSF is an Equal Opportunitv/Eaual Aceess/Affirmative Action Institution.

USF is an Equal Opportunity/Eaual Aceess/Affirmative Action Institution.

• We Speak Spanish/Greek •
• Most Insurance Accepted •
OFFICE HOURS
MON, TUES, THURS 8:00 - 5:00
WED 7:00 - 3:00

BRING THIS AD IN TO RECEIVE

$25.00 OFF
VOUR FIRST VISIT

5201 Central Avenue, SL Petersburg
www.ligondental.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CoTOTO UDity

BY JEANIE BLUE

Memorial Service Offers
Compassion And Counseling
enact preventative measures to help
These things happen, but we need to
let our children know that we care and
ensure our children's safety. Encourage
our youth to be ever watchful and do
not just go back to business as usual.
vyhat
they can to protect themselves
These are the words of a grieving aunt
when they are out and about. We read
regarding the recent incident where 5about this trend of driving erratic (aka
year-old Kevon Wilson was killed by a
Kevon
swerving), where drivers swerve in and
l4-year-old driver, during a joy-ride the
Wilson
out of lanes while driving in traffic. Be
driver took in her mother's car without
permission. Another young person was injured aware of these trends and keep your children
while outside playing with Wilson, but did informed. Also we must encourage our youth to
conduct themselves as children and not take
survive.
unneccessary risk that could jeopardize their
"We held the "Saving Our Youth Day"
event because lots of our children witnessed safety or the safety of others.
The family of Kevon Wilson, Sikkina
the accident when Kevon was killed and we
wanted to reach out to them with compassion Wilson, mom, LeeAndre Green, father, and
and offer grief counseling," Tivica Green aunt, Tivica Green Muhammad, express their
Muhammad stated. The event was held on June
greatest appreciation to all members of the
30, at Lake Vista Park. "We felt that we needed community for all the kind deeds, thoughts and
to do some kind of ritual to recognize what other expressions shown during their time of
happened and to offer on-site counseling to the
grief. The family would like to express special
youth, which allowed them to talk about what thanks to the following sponsors of the "Saving
they witnessed," Muhammad added.
Our Youth Day" event:
These accidental deaths occur often and
Piranha Graphix (Gulfport); Pastor Louis
according to a letter from the Pinellas and Murphy, Mount Zion Progressive Missionary
Pasco County Medial Examiners offfice, dated Baptist Church; Muhammad Mosque #95;, City
March 20,2001, and addressed to the Board of of St. Petersburg Special Events, Jet and Tom;
County Commissioners Pinellas County, from Way to Happiness; Mama Tee Lassiter;
1995 to 1996 accidental deaths in the county Ameenah's Garden; Hospice; Ebony Awakening;
went from 320 to 308. By 2000 those figures
George and Victoria Georgianne; National
climbed to 394 with 22 being African- Business Communications; Tampa Bay Rays;
American males and nine African-American Planet Jump; Staff at Lake Vista; Diyine
females (www.co.pinellas.fl.us).
Qualities Solutions; Dun Dole Dance Company;
Wilson was pinned by the vehicle against a
Shayan and Dancers; Theresa Jones, City of St
wall in the Pinellas Point Apartments, 2175
Petersburg; Terri Scott, City of St. Petersburg;
62nd Place S., where youth would hang out to Fancy Face Painting; Girl Scouts of America;
past the time. Since no playground Or Hungry Howie's, 18th Avenue; Pizza Hut, 34th
equipment exists at the complex, the youth
Street; Sweet Bay, 62nd Avenue South; Snax's,
created a space for themselves, which did not 49th Street South; Councilman Wengay
appear safe. We have to accept the reality of our Newton, District 7; Royal Theater Poets; and
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper.
living environment, but we must also try to

Deadline To Register To Vote
Pinellas County Supervisor
of Elections Deborah Clark is
reminding county residents that
Monday, July 28 is the voter regis
tration deadline to vote in the Aug.
26 primary election and the
deadline for any party changes for
this election.
Registration is
available
during regular business hours at
any Supervisor of Elections office,
public library, driver license office
or any government office handling
social services or disabilities. All
three elections offices will be open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
July 26 as an extra convenience to
citizens wishing to register or
change their political party before
the deadline. Applications are also
available online at www.votepinellas.com by clicking on Register to

Vote.
For a Ust of other registration
locations, visit www.votcpinellas.com
and click on Voter Education/Voter
Registration Events.
Florida registered voters who
have moved to Pinellas County
can make an address 'change
through election day. Citizens who
are already registered to vote are
encouraged to update any name,
address or signature changes prior
to Election Day to avoid delays at
the polling place.
Address
changes within the comity may be
made by phone. Other updates
may be made by completing and
signing a Voter Registration
Application with the changes
noted.
Any party changes must be
made by July 28 in order to be

effective for the primary election.
Florida is a closed primary state.
Only voters registered with the
Republican
or
Democratic
political parties may vote in their
respective partisan races. Voters
registered with minor parties or
without a party affiliation may
vote in nonpartisan races such as
School Board and judicial races.
This primary election will be
the first countywide election
conducted on the new optical scan
voting system with paper ballots,
as required by a new state law.
Registered voter may request a
ballot by mail by calling (727)
464-6788.
For more information or to
update your voter information, call
the Supervisor of Elections office
at (727) 464-6788.

Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American History
Museum Hosts Story Hours
On June 13, the Woodson
Museum began its Summer Story
Hour Program for elementary
school age children. The inaugural
event hosted 26 children of
various ages. Children from the
Jordan Park Complex, along with
their resident coordinator and, the
Starling School and Day Care
Center all arrived with excitement
as they looked around the
museum with wide-eyed wonder.
Ms. Jean Lawrence Shannon,
a retired social worker and
educator
from
Philadelphia,
weaved her magic with the story
of Ruby Bridges, the first AfricanAmerican child to attend William

Frantz Elementary School and the
first African-American child to
attend ah all white school in the
south. Ms. Shannon gained the
children’s interest by involving
them with the story. Her engaging
questions had the children’s hands
flying in the air and generated
good conversations. Afterwards
the children strolled through the
exhibit hall, reading captions and
laughing at the old pictures
depicting Jordan Park in the 40s.
History was passed along.
Our second story hour was
held on June 25 hosted by Estelle
Young. She provided 15 children
from the Nassau Church of Christ,

Tampa, information on the
beautiful artifacts from her years
living in Africa. The children were
quite interested in the story and
history of the various items. She
then read a book entitled “A is For
Africa.” This book tells of the
people of the Igbo tribe in south
eastern Nigeria and reflects the
rich diversity of the continent.
. If you would like your day
care center or youth organization
to participate in the summer story
hour call the Museum. The story
hour is on Wednesday from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Open to the
public, no admission cost.

Cdhven/enf classes -

online and on campus. No limits.
St. Petersburg College!
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

50% OFF EVERYTHING
Many Name Brands, Style and Colors

• Accredited - credits
earned here transfer
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5610 4th Street N. St. Pete
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727-525-3300

your schedule.
• Knowledgeable professors and staff

DESTINATION
GRADUATION
Did your student struggle
to get promoted this year?
Are you an incoming Senior
determined to graduate?
Or do you just want to
do better this year?
LET US GIVE YOU THE BOOST
YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!
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Call St Mark M.B. Churcli at (727) 321-6632

Destination Graduation has somethingfor students at any level!

Set your goals and map the
I

route to your dream.
St. Petersburg College

Classes start Aug. 25
www.spcollege.edu
727-341-4772
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Excellence in education since 1927
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ENTERTAINMENT
Movie Review: Meet Dave

Rick G^ 4

BY KAM WILLIAMS

MMM

Jazz Club Of Sarasota
“Keeping Jazz Alive! Plus Some!”
Several months before moving
from New Jersey to Florida, my
friend
Radam
Schwartz,
Hammond B-3 organist, said to me
“Rick, there’s no jazz in Florida,
what are you going to do for
music?” I responded, “Well, I
guess I’ll just have to listen to my
jazz albums.” Now, I find myself
engulfed in jazz being involved
with an organization that is defi
nitely working consistently to
“Keep Jazz Alive.”
During the four years since my
move to St Petersburg, the “Jazz
Club of Sarasota” has moved to the
forefront ofjazz clubs in the U.S. It
is one of the most active jazz club
in the United States, and the Club
also awards educational scholar
ships, and is truly a leader in the
community.
This
week,
the
Club
announced its 2008-09 Jazz
Schedule which will be another
record year of concerts. For you
jazz fans who love live jazz, the
concerts alone are just cause for
joining the club; in fact, you’ll
more than offset the cost of mem
bership with the discounts
members receive. Here are high
lights for the upcoming season.
The 29th annual Sarasota Jazz
Festival will be March 1-7, 2009
with the popular “Jazz In The

Park” concert event kicking it off.
The Fall/Winter concerts have

been planned starting with one of
the world’s leading guitar masters,
Carlos Barbosa-Lima on Oct. 18.
Celebrated pianist, composer,
arranger and educator Shelly Berg
will bring his trio to the Nov. 8
concert. For a full list of concerts
and information on any of the
events, call (941) 366-1552 or visit
www.jazzclubsarasota.org.
Then there’s the very popular
Jazz At Two (standing room only
in high season) on Fridays, 2-4
p.m. starting Sept. 19. There are 35
performances planned so expect to
see and hear great jazz by local and
national musicians.
Last year the Club was
awarded a grant from the Gulf
Coast Community Foundation of
Venice which allowed it to host the
very first Venice Jazz Festival,
which was a complete success!
They have received a second grant,
thus the 2009 Venice Jazz Festival.
It will be a “free” afternoon concert
with three bands from 3-5 p.m. on
Sept. 27. And, something new for
Thanksgiving weekend has been
planned. Join other jazz fens for an
afternoon of big band jazz at
Phillippi Estate Park, Saturday,
Nov. 29 from 1-4 p.m.
The Club has also advised of a
new concert series at the Golden
Apple Theater this summer.
Featuring a six piece band led by
Michael Royal, concerts will be

held on July 28 and Aug. 25 from
7-10 p.m. Ifthe summer events are
successfiil, the Club plans on con
tinuing these concerts indefinitely.
Included in this high concert
activity plan is also the popular
monthly third Sunday afternoon
concerts
at
the
Glenridge
Performing Arts Hall. Find details
on the Club’s Web site or call (941)
552-5290. Last but by no means
least is the Third Annual Jazz Club
of Sarasota Cruise leaving Los
Angeles Nov. 30 aboard the
Crystal Symphony. More than 20
outstanding jazz musicians will be
on board for several jazz sessions
each day. Call Golden Anchor
Travel (941) 922-4070 for details.
Oh yea! About my friend the
Hammond B-3 player, in 2005,
Radam and his band visited
Sarasota to perform at one of the
Jazz Club’s member concerts.
Needless to say, he was pleasantly
surprised!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my Web site
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King SL, S.,
St Petersburg, FL 33705.

In 1984, John Sayles
directed “The Brother from
Another Planet,” a thoughtprovoking, sci-fi comedy about
an alien who washes ashore at
Ellis Island and makes his way
to Manhattan where he does his
best to blend in because he’s
being chased by a couple of
bounty hunters who had
followed him to Earth. Aside
from being hilarious, what
made that screen classic worth
while was its touching on a
timely theme in a meaningful
manner.
For the film’s protagonist
was an escaped slave who
looked exactly like a black
man. However, he had been
persecuted back on his planet
not on account ofhis skin color
but rather because he was bom
with only three toes on each
foot.
Ironically, his effort to
survive in New York City was
complicated by his having to
accommodate himself to an
unfamiliar form of prejudice,
namely, American racism.
Sayles’ overall aim was to make
a subtle statement about bigotry
of any form by showing how
silly it would be to divide
people into minority groups
based on the number of their
toes or along the lines of any
other arbitrary physical charac
teristics.
Almost a quarter century
later, we now have “Meet
Dave,” a sci-fi adventure which
borrows “Brother’s” basic
premise, while conveniently
ignoring the mdvie’s more
cerebral aspects. The dumbing-

down is no surprise since it stars
Eddie Murphy who is again
directed by Brian Robbins with
whom he successfully collabo
rated last year on the equally
brainless “Norbit.”
The
familiar-sounding
storyline starts with the crash of
a human-looking spacecraft
played by Eddie Murphy next
to the Statue of Liberty (instead
of on Ellis Island ala Brother).
But we still get the idea that
we’re dealing with the theme of
America as a melting pot and a
land of opportunity.
The rocket, we leam, is
being operated by 100 tiny
aliens under the command of a
captain also playedMurphy. He
guides the vehicle to Manhattan
where the movie morphs into
the kind of fish-out-of-water
comedy we’ve seen countless
times before, from “Crocodile
Dundee” to “Mr. Deeds” to
“Elf’ to “Enchanted.” This
repeatedly recycled scenario
revolves around a naive
newcomer who must survive a
series of ordeals on the mean
streets of the city.
At this juncture, the plot
thickens when Dave is hit by a
car driven by Gina (Elizabeth
Banks), a widowed-mom with a
heart of gold. When she then
brings the odd fellow home to
recuperate, her precocious
young son, Josh (Austyn
Myers), immediately picks up
on the fact that their guest isn’t
normal.
For
example,
Dave
defecates dollar bills and
sharpens pencils by sticking
them up his nose. Plus, he can
be very literal, such as the
occasion on which he shoved

EDDIE MURPHY
EDDIE MURPHY

MEETDAVE

“Meet Dave” movie poster

everything to the floor when
asked to clear the table. These
eccentricities don’t prevent
Gina from developing a crush
on innocent Dave, which
simply cannot be reciprocated
since he’s a machine after all.
Forget the love story, this is
a flick to be savored for its
asinine slapstick, the sort of
infantile poop and fart fare
likely to keep the tykes in
stitches for ninety minutes.
Besides “Brother from Another
Planet,” “Meet Dave” shame
lessly steals bits made famous
by a few other films, such as “In
and Out’s” coming out scene
(“I’m Dave Ming!” instead of
“I’m gay!”), and Chris Rock’s
unsuccessful hail of a taxi from
“Down to Earth” (“What, an
alien can’t get a cab in this
town?” instead of “I’m a black
man again!”)
All in all, this unoriginal,
derivative disaster is the worst
sci-fi comedy since; well, since
Eddie Murphy made “The
Adventures of Pluto Nash.”
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Tiger, NY Giants, Parker
Big Winners At ESPYs

Tiger Woods

BY BETH HARRIS
LOS ANGELES (AP) Tiger Woods won three trophies
at the ESPY Awards on
Wednesday night, including his
fifth male athlete of the year
award, giving him a career
leading 21 wins in the show's
l6-year history.
Woods surpassed retired
cyclist Lance Armstrong for
most wins as male athlete. He

earned his fourth consecutive
ESPY for best golfer and won
best championship performance
for his playoff victory at the
U.S. Open on a bad left knee.
Woods is at home in Florida
recuperating from last month's
knee surgery, causing him to
miss this week's British Open
and the rest of the PGA season.
The Warner Robins, Ga.,
Little League World Series
champions also were recog
nized by the network, earning
an Undeniable Moment for
Dalton Carrikr's walk-off home
run in extra innings that beat
Tokyo.
Singer Justin Timberlake,
an avid golfer and Memphis
Tigers fan, hosted the show

honoring the year's best sports
moments and athletes, which
moved this year to the Nokia
Theatre downtown. It airs
Sunday at 9 p.m. EDT on
ESPN.
Timberlake performed an
original rock
opera that
showcased his passion for
sports. He repeatedly zinged
Los Angeles Galaxy star David
Beckham, who sat in the front
row with his wife, Victoria.
“Dude, I got to give you
props. Single-handedly you
made soccer in America this
much
more
popular,”
Timberlake said, holding his
thumb and index finger an inch
apart. “I call it soccer because
in America we already have a

game dudes
play
called
football.”
The Super Bowl champion
New York Giants tied Woods
with three victories: best game,
best upset and best play, which
was David Tyree's leaping catch
of quarterback Eli Manning's
pass that kept the team's game
winning drive alive.
Candace Parker was a
double winner, earning female
athlete of the year and female
college athlete honors. She led
Tennessee to its second consec
utive NCAA national champi
onship before becoming the
WNBA’s No. 1 draft pick and
going to the Los Angeles
Sparks.

Meyer: Harvin’s Heel
Healing Well After Surgery

Percy Harvin

BY MARK LONG
TAMPA (AP) - Florida
receiver Percy Harvin is “ahead
of schedule” in his return from
heel surgery, coach Urban
Meyer said Thursday.
Meyer said Harvin, one of
the nation's most dynamic
players, has started running lull
speed and should be ready to go

when the Gators begin fall Beach.
It was initially treated as
practice next month.
tendinitis
at Florida, but the pain
“He's doing tremendous,”
Meyer said at the Florida Sports persisted and eventually caused
Writers Association's annual soreness in his knee and hip.
Despite the nagging injury,
college football media days.
“What happens with skilled Harvin ran for 764 yards and six
athletes and you see it all the touchdowns as a sophomore last
time especially with the race season and caught 59 passes for
horse-type guys if they hurt a 858 yards and four scores.
The Gators believe he can
certain part of their body,
another part of their body takes be even better if he stays
over and then you start having healthy.
Harvin hasn't played every
the hip flexors, hamstring
game
in either of his two
issues, quad issues. So we're
seasons, missing time because
being very cautious.”
Harvin had surgery in early of an ankle injury in 2006 and
April, hoping to relieve years of sitting out two game's fest year
pain in his right heel that had because of migraine headaches.
He's also sat out countless
bothered him off and on since
his high school days in Virginia practices because of a hip

in
his
pointer,
tendinitis
Achilles' tendon/heel and tendinitis in his knee.
Frustrated by all the
injuries, Harvin put in more
time in the weight room and
became one of the team's
strongest players at his position.
He opened spring practice
around 200 pounds and hoped
to avoid further injury, but the
heel continued to be a problem,
and team doctors decided
surgery was the best option.
Now, the Gators hope
Harvin can avoid any setbacks.
“It's still early, but we don't
anticipate that,” Meyer said.
“It's been a very good summer
for Percy.”

Weatherford Talks About Last Year
At Florida State

Drew Weatherford

BY BRENT KALLESTAD
GREENSBORO, Ga. (AP) Drew Weatherford has been the
coaches' choice as the starting
quarterback for most of his
Florida State career, but not a
fan favorite as the Seminoles
have slipped from the collegiate
elite to mediocrity.
And no one knows better
than Weatherford that his 20-13
record as a starter has further
unsettled a fan base hoping for
a second coming of Charlie
Ward.
“I understood coming to
Florida State ... that it would
be about winning games,”
Weatherford said during media

interviews at Sunday's Atlantic has going for him this year is he'd finish second all-time with
Coast
Conference
football that he's a four-year starter,” a good year.
But Florida State measures
kickoff festivities. “We haven't Bowden said. “He doesn't have
its
quarterbacks
by wins and
been as successful as I would Xavier Lee behind him, though
he's got a couple other guys that losses.
have liked.”
Ward and Chris Weinke, the
And although Xavier Lee can push him and make him do
school's two Heisman Trophy
has left school, Weatherford is good.”
Lee, a highly acclaimed winning quarterbacks, lost only
again the marked man in the
prospect out of Daytona Beach, five games between them in
2008 quarterback competition.
“The most popular guy out decided to forego his final year five seasons while leading the
there is the second team quar of eligibility in hopes of turning Seminoles to national titles in
1993 and 1999 respectively.
terback,” said coach Bobby pro.
Weatherford led Florida
Now
it's
sophomores
Bowden.
Weatherford believes the Christian Ponder and D'Vontrey State to its last ACC title in
and
incoming 2005 when he passed for 3,208
adversity of recent seasons Richardson
freshman
E.J.
Manuel,
who is yards still an ACC record for a
(back to back 7-6 records) has
given him the experience to the prized recruit of coach-in- freshman.
But
Weatherford
says
restore the Seminoles to waiting Jimbo Fisher, providing
growing up in a family with
respectability, if not national competition.
Weatherford, a fifth year eight siblings prepared him
prominence.
“I think I deserve this job, I senior, reduced his intercep well for the ups-and-downs of
think I am the guy for this job,” tions dramatically last season, life for playing quarterback in
Weatherford said. “I expect to throwing only three to the big-time college football.
“There has been trying
be the starter and play the wrong team after having 29
times
since I've been here at
picked
off
in
his
first
two
years.
whole year."
Bowden said the 23-year- Although his passing yardage Florida State, but I honestly
old Weatherford's experience and number of touchdown don't think I'd change that,” he
gives him a head start in the passes have also decreased the said. “There's a lot more to this
competition for the starting job last two season, Weatherford's world than just the circum
7,411 passing yards rank l6th stances in your (own) life.”
when camp opens Aug. 6.
“The best thing that Drew on the ACC career charts and

Saints Acquire Shockey For Draft Picks
BY BRETT MARTEL
NEW ORLEANS (AP) Jeremy Shockey was traded to
the Saints for two draft picks
Monday, giving New Orleans a
disgruntled star tight end who
watched from the sideline while
injured as the New York Giants
surged to the Super Bowl title.

The Giants will get secondand fifth-round picks in the 2009
draft. The deal must be approved
by the league and is contingent
on Shockey passing a physical.
Shockey, from Ada, Okla.,
and a four-time Pro Bowl selection
who spent six seasons with the
Giants, broke his leg against the
Washington Redskins on Dec. 16.

He is known for his
offensive ability more than his
blocking, and was unhappy even
before the injury - he was asked
to block in addition to catch.
Once hurt, he didn't like the fact
that much was made of the
Giants winning with rookie
Kevin Boss in his place.
Shockey had 371 catches for

4,228 yards and 27 touchdowns
with the Giants. He was drafted
out of Miami with the l4th
overall pick in the 2002 draft and
became the Rookie of the Year.
The Saints have been
seeking a tight end who is more
of a downfield threat than starter
Eric Johnson, who caught 48
passes for 378 yards last year.

Miami, Florida State
Seeking To Change
Their Ways
BY TIM REYNOLDS
GREENSBORO, Ga. (AP) Bitter rivals can think alike. Case
in point: The way Miami and
Florida State players are starting
to demand more from themselves
in an effort to get back to their
winning ways.
Both schools unbeknownst
to the other added player leader
ship committees this past
offseason, hoping they will spur
a turnaround from the mediocre
records each has posted in the
past two seasons. The basic tenet
of both is that veteran players are
the clear and active leaders of the
locker room, trying to ensure that
everyone is working together
toward common goals and not
burdening coaches with those
tasks.
Florida State, which has a
separate leadership council to
decide lesser issues such as
which warm-up music to play
before games, chose about 11
players to serve as their
committee members; Miami
selected seven to serve after the
entire roster was polled.
“It's only going to make a
program that much better,”
Florida State defensive end
Everette Brown said Sunday at
the ACC football kickoff. “You
hear so much talk about getting
Florida State back to the top,
Miami back to the top. It has to
start somewhere. And everything
is in the now. What we do now as
a program is going to affect us
throughout the whole season.
And
with
players
taking
ownership of the team, there can
be nothing greater than that."
Coaches couldn't agree more.
Florida
State's
Bobby
Bowden said last week that he'll

demand players be more respon
sible for themselves, especially
after an academic scandal that
hung over the team last season, in
which the Seminoles finished
with their second consecutive 7-6
record.
And Miami coach Randy
Shannon said he's in favor of
players doing things like this, and
was quick to point out that in
some respects, it's already had a
positive impact on his program.
“It shows that people look up
to you, but it's also a big respon
sibility,”
Miami
offensive
lineman Jason Fox said. “You
can't let your teammates down.
They're like family, So when
something's wrong or something
needs correcting, it's your
responsibility now.”
Florida State's player reps
include Brown, Tony Carter,
Darius McClure, Myron Rolle,
Antone Smith, Ryan McMahon,
Dekoda
Watson,
Derek
Nicholson and quarterback Drew
Weatherford, who found it inter
esting that Miami added a similar
initiative.
“We're in very similar situa
tions,” Weatherford said. “You
know, when you can't find
answers anywhere else, you've
got to look to leadership and we
take responsibility for that.”
Miami's voted representa
tives are Eric Moncur, Glenn
Cook, Colin McCarthy, Chavez
Grant, Khalil Jones and Dwayne
Hendricks. The Hurricanes were
5-7 last year, their worst record
since the probation season of
1997, and missed a bowl game.
“Leadership on this team is
obviously something we've been
needing, and I think it's so much
better this year than in the past,”
Fox said.

Redskins Get Jason
Taylor From Dolphins
ASHBURN, Va. (AP) - The
Washington Redskins traded for
defensive end Jason Taylor on
Sunday, sending two draft picks
to the Miami Dolphins.
The Redskins gave the
Dolphins a second-round pick in
2009 and a sixth-round pick in
2010.

Washington executive vice
president Vinny Cerrato said
Taylor is expected to report to
Redskins training camp on
Monday.
The deal came only hours
after the Redskins lost starting
defensive end Phillip Daniels to
a season-ending knee injury.

Rays Closer Percival
Back From DL
ST. PETERSBURG (AP) The Tampa Bay Rays activated
closer Troy Percival from the 15day disabled list on Sunday.
Percival had been out since
July 2 with a strained left
hamstring. The right-hander also
was sidelined from May 29-June
12 with an injured left hamstring.

“He's feeling stronger and
better,” manager Joe Maddon
said. “It's great to have him back.
He's been chomping at the bit.”
The Rays also placed reliever
Gary Glover on the l5-day DL
with a strained left calf. The
move is retroactive to July 11.

Trae Williams Signs
With Jaguars
JACKSONVILLE (AP) Comerback Trae Williams signed
a four-year contract with the
Jaguars on Thursday, leaving
Jacksonville with two rookies left
unsigned before training camp.
Williams, a fifth-round draft
pick out of South Florida, will
compete for a backup spot behind
starters Rashean Mathis and
Brian Williams and nickelback
Drayton Florence.

Trae Williams, who played
alongside first-round selection
Mike Jenkins at USF, ranks
second in school history with 16
interceptions.
With
Williams
under
contract, the Jaguars can focus
their attention on getting firstrounder Derrick Harvey and
second-rounder Quentin Groves
signed before training camp
begins July 25.
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STATE NEWS
Bill Nelson Statement
On Offshore Drilling
Following is the official
statement from Bill Nelson after
the president had lifted the
moratorium on offshore drilling.
Please note that this lift does not
mean anything because there
still remains a congressional
moratorium banning offshore
drilling off the coast ofFlorida.
“The president cruelly is
misleading
Americans
for
attempted political gain. He
knows ruining our coastlines
won't bring down gasoline
prices nor solve our energy
challenges. In fact, a recent
report from inside his adminis
tration’s own energy office
found that increasing offshore
drilling will have no impact on
gas prices.
To lower gas prices - and by
an estimated 25 percent to 50
percent - we must reign in
greedy speculators who have
been able to bid up crude oil
prices to unrealistic and
shocking highs largely because
of a legal loophole that, in
effect, unleashed insider trading
since 2001.
Oil now hovers around
$145 a barrel, but recent con
gressional testimony from a
leading
industry executive
revealed the price of crude

should be no more than $55 per
barrel, given the rules of supply
and demand. That means pump
prices for regular unleaded
should be about $2.28 a gallon not more than $4.
This is why I have intro
duced legislation [ S. 3134 ] that
would ban all unregulated spec
ulative trading in oil futures. If
Congress passes this bill, I
believe we can bring gas prices
back down to earth.
Meantime,
the
oil
companies loudly will be
claiming they need to drill in
new areas off the coasts of
Florida and California. They’ll
argue this is going to increase
the supply of oil. But they won't
be telling you they are not
drilling on 32 million of 39
million acres already under
lease from the federal govern
ment in the Gulf of Mexico.
And they won't be telling
you that more than eight million
new acres they got in the Gulf
two years ago has done nothing
to bring down prices. Sen. Mel
Martinez and I passed the legis
lation that opened these new
areas, while at the same time
protecting until 2022 the eastern
Gulf of Mexico from any new
drilling and the kind of political

BY RON WORD

Sen. Bill Nelson

ruse we’re seeing today.
Fact is, the industry should
be sinking wells in areas already
under lease, before demanding
control of millions of new acres
or destroying long-protected
lands.
Clearly, Americans are
being gouged. But we cannot
allow the administration to take
advantage of the situation to
give away the store before the
president leaves office. Instead,
we need to reduce gas prices by
curbing
profiteering
and
excessive speculation.
That's a real solution for the
short term. And for the long
run, we have to rapidly develop
alternative fuels and vehicles,
like cars that run on hydrogen,
not petroleum.”

Economists Say Florida’s
Recovery Will Be Delayed
BY BILL KACZOR
TALLAHASSfeE (AP) Florida’s economic slump is
worse than state economists had
predicted earlier this year, and
now they say it’ll last about six
months longer than previously
expected.
Their February outlook had
been for recovery to start about a
year from now, -but a new update
says things probably won’t begin
turning around until the end of
2009.
“It’s a bit more bleak than
it was originally,” legislative
economist Amy Baker said
Thursday. “Things are very weak
in the next year, but then we do
start to see recovery and we do
get back to normal growth rates. ”
Florida’s downturn began in
2007 due to the end of an
extended housing boom, which
had been heightened by the
replacement and repair of homes
damaged by hurricanes in 200405, according to the report issued
Wednesday by the Florida
Economic Estimating Conference.
The slump is going to last
longer because the national
economy now also is in decline,
burdened by high fuel and food
costs and distressed housing and
credit markets, said Baker, coor
dinator ofthe Legislature s Office
of Economic and Demographic
Research.
“Until that clears, it’s going
to have spillover effects both on

individuals looking to go buy a
house and get a mortgage but also
on homebuilders and other con
struction folks,” Baker said.
The report notes Florida lost
74,700jobs — 54 percent directly
related to the construction
downturn — over a l2-month
period ending in May. That’s more
than any other state, but Baker said
anything that happens in Florida is
going to be big because it’s the
fourth-laigest state.
Florida’s May unemploy
ment rate of 5.5 percent was the
state’s highest since January 2003
but die same as the national rate.
The report predicts Florida’s rate
will get worse, hitting a high of
6.03 percent in the fiscal year
beginning July 1,2009.
She said the state’s slump has
been so deep and long because it
follows a housing boom of
historic proportions that created
many of the jobs now being lost.
“A lot of the job losses that
you see are in the nature of being
a correction, a very painful cor
rection, but a correction,” Baker
said.
Florida has been through
boom and bust cycles before, but
few booms have lasted as long—
five years — or seen such big
increases in housing starts, prices
and sales, Baker said. Also, the
most recent boom was statewide
while others had been regional.
“We’ve never experienced
that before,” she said.
Florida property tax cuts and

the national stimulus program
that sent rebates , of $300 to
$1,200 to millions of Americans
have been of little help, Baker
said.
Those dollars are being eaten
up by gasoline and food price
increases or used to pay off old
bills instead of being spent on
new goods and services, she said.
“We’re kind of fighting
against forces that are bigger than
the state,” Baker said.
Growth is a major economic
driver for the state, but the
national housing slump and credit
crunch have prevented people
from moving to or doing business
in Florida.
Population is continuing to
grow, just not as fast. Florida is
still on track to break the 20
million mark in 2013 and before
then surpass New York as the
nation’s third-largest state.
Growth since the mid-1990s
had ranged from 2 percent to 2.6
percent annually but it’s expected
to be about half as much over the
next four years.
The economists will apply
the revised outlook when they
develop a state revenue estimate
this fall that’ll be used to write
Florida’s next budget.
The state has cut spending by
about $5 billion over the past year
because of falling revenue. The
new outlook is a signal more
declines and budget cuts may be
in store, Baker said.

Noose Delivered To Orlando
Commissioner’s Office
ORLANDO (AP) - Police
say a noose was delivered to an
Orlando commissioner.
Authorities aren’t releasing
details about the anonymous
package, but police are investi
gating it as a threat.
The rope was delivered to
Daisy Lynum’s City Hall office

Friday. The package had no
return address.
Lynum did not immediate
ly return a phone message left
at her office or an e-mail. She
tells the Orlando Sentinel that
this shows “there is still
ignorance in our society.”
She received a complaint

Study: Med Students Sharing
Too Much Info Online

from a resident about a 1930s
photo at a golf course that
showed a young black man
wearing no shoes as he caddied
for white players. Lynum had
the picture replaced.
She says she has since
received dozens of angry
phone calls and e-mails.

JACKSONVILLE (AP) Would you visit a doctor who
wore a lab coat labeled
“Kevorkian Medical Clinic?” Or
dressed as a pimp? Or posted
online photos of themselves
cross-dressing?
But University of Florida
researchers found that sort of
material when they studied the
Facebook pages of the school’s
medical students.
Many future doctors posted
pages on the popular social net
working Web site that they likely
wouldn’t want their patients to
see. And the posts could remain
on the Internet forever, despite
future efforts to scrub them clean.
“They would not want a
permanent record of every
moment they’ve had,” said Dr.
Lindsey Acheson Thompson, an
assistant professor of general
pediatrics at UF.
Thompson
and
other
researchers looked up more than
800 of the school’s medical
students and residents by name
on Facebook.com, one of the

most popular social-networking
sites with about 80 million users
worldwide. It allows users to post
information and photos about
themselves. They can limit
access to their pages to friends or
leave it open to any user.
The study, published recently
in the Journal of General Internal
Medicine, found that nearly half
the medical
students had
Facebook pages, with only 37
percent limiting viewership to
their friends. More than half of
those whose pages were open for
review provided lifestyle infor
mation, including sexual orienta
tion, dating relationships and
political opinions.
Erick W. Black, one of the
researchers, said he found
pictures of students grabbing
their breasts and crotches, posing
with a dead raccoon and multiple
photos of residents and medical
students drinking heavily.
Many students had joined
Facebook groups that could be
considered sexist, racist or
downright nasty, with many
using vulgar language. Some of
the tamer groups included

“Physicians looking for trophy
wives in training” and “PIMP”
(Party of Important Male
Physicians).”
One of Black’s favorite
groups,
which has
5,700
members nationwide, is “I’m a
doctor and I hope my patients
don’t see me on Facebook.”
Irving Zamora, a fourth-year
medical student planning to spe
cialize in obstetrics and gynecol
ogy, said he removed some
photos of himself drinking at a
party after learning some
companies were using the pages
to help screen applicants. The
Miami resident also limited
access to his friends.
Sherita Holmes, a fourthyear student who hopes to
become a pediatrician, said she
uses the "Dad Test” for her page,
posting nothing she wouldn’t
want her father to see.
“I am probably boring, but I
didn’t have anything controver
sial. I’m already pretty conserva
tive,” said Holmes, who lives in
the Panhandle town of Niceville.
“As medical students, we are
held to higher standards.”

Environmentalists Sue EPA
For Cleaner Water Rules
BY BRIAN SKOLOFF
WEST PALM BEACH (AP) Five environmental groups sued
the
U.S.
Environmental
Protection Agency on Thursday,
claiming the federal government
is violating the Clean Water Act
by failing to set standards for
farm and urban runoff that is
polluting Florida’s waterways.
The plaintiffs hope a
favorable ruling would force the
EPA to implement standards for
every state, most of which have
only vague limits on such
pollution,
said
Earthjustice
attorney David Guest.
The groups say rain sends
the runoff, which includes fertil
izers and animal waste, into
rivers and lakes, contaminating
waterways and nourishing algae
blooms that poison the ecosys
tems.
“This is endemic throughout
the United States,” Guest said.
“When you fertilize the water, it
makes it so that only one instru
ment in the ecological orchestra
can play. Where you used to
have this vast ecological
orchestra, now it’s only the algae
playing.”
He said the runoff can also

contaminate drinking water
supplies and sicken or kill
people.
The federal lawsuit was filed
in Tallahassee by the Florida
Wildlife Federation, the Sierra
Club, the Conservancy of
Southwest
Florida,
the
Environmental Confederation of
Southwest Florida and the St.
Johns Riverkeeper.
Guest said the algae blooms
are fueled by nutrients from the
runoff, which spread throughout
waterways, then die and suck up
all the oxygen, killing most other
life.
EPA spokeswoman Enesta
Jones said in an e-mail the
agency would “carefully review
the lawsuit and respond in a
timely manner.”
Florida’s Department of
Environmental Protection is still
working to set guidelines, which
are complex because the agency
hasn’t determined exactly how
much runoff can continue
without harming ecosystems,
spokeswoman Dee Ann Miller
said.
According to the lawsuit, the
EPA acknowledged 10 years ago
that Florida needed to promptly
develop runoff standards to meet

the requirements of the Clean
Water Act.
The EPA noted in 1998 that
“nutrient pollution is the leading
cause of impairment in lakes and
coastal waterways,” according
to the lawsuit. At the time, the
agency also said the nutrients in
runoff had been linked to socalled “dead zones” in the Gulf
of Mexico and outbreaks of
Pfiesteria,
a
microscopic
organism that lives in estuaries
and could harm humans and fish.
Congress enacted the Clean
Water Act in 1972 “to restore and
maintain the chemical, physical
and biological integrity of the
nation’s waters.”
But Guest noted that the
Chesapeake Bay, for instance,
has been suffering for years from
toxic algae blooms caused by
water pollution and runoff from
development. At times, large
swaths of the bay contain so little
oxygen that little life remains.
“No other life can live there
besides the algae,” Guest said.
“This is about fertilizing water,
and when you fertilize water,
algae goes crazy and everything
else gets pushed out.”

Florida’s Lemon Law Program
Celebrates 20-Year Anniversary
TALLAHASSEE Celebrating its 20-year anniver
sary, Florida’s Lemon Law
Arbitration Program has surpassed
the $376 million mark in refunds
and replacements for consumers
who bought incessantly defective
new vehicles.
At a St. Petersburg training
session for the program’s arbitra
tors, Attorney General Bill
McCollum today announced that
over the past 20 years, the Lemon
Law program has produced
refunds or replacement vehicles for
more than 14,000 consumers.
‘Tor 20 years, Florida’s
Lemon Law program has been a
model of consumer protection
efforts for other states and even

other countries to emulate,” said
McCollum. “Floridians can count
on my office’s assistance when
their new car turns out to be a
lemon, and $376 million in relief
certainly demonstrates the value of
this free consumer service.”
Florida’s Lemon Law
gives manufacturers a reasonable
number of attempts to repair sub
stantial defects in a motor vehicle.
If manufacturers fail to do so, they
are required to buy back the
defective vehicle and either pay a
refund to the consumer or provide
a replacement vehicle. Consumers
are protected under the Lemon
Law for 24 months after the date of
delivery of the vehicle. Anyone
who experiences problems with a

new vehicle during that period
should immediately take the
vehicle to the manufacturer’s
authorized dealer.
Since 1988, the attorney
general’s Lemon Law unit has
handled 20,178 cases. The total
dollar value of the recoveries is
$376,156,729 with additional
cases pending.
Detailed information about the
Lemon Law Arbitration Program
is available through the attorney
general’s Web site at http://myfloridalegal.com/lemonlaw.
Consumers who have questions
about their rights may also call the
Lemon Law Hotline toll-free at 1800-321-5366.
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NATIONAL NEWS
New York Governor, NAACP
Condemn Magazine Cover
BY LISA CORNWELL
CINCINNATI (AP) - New
York Gov. David Paterson and
the NAACP on Thursday
condemned the New Yorker
magazine’s satirical cover
depicting Democrat Barack
Obama and his wife as flagburning radicals.
Paterson, a Democrat who
is New York’s first black
governor, told delegates at the
civil rights
organization’s
national convention that the
cover that hit newsstands
Monday is “one of the most
malignant, vicious covers of a
magazine I have ever seen,”
drawing loud applause.
“It depicted them as angry,
hateful, violent and unpatriot
ic,” Paterson added.
The National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People released a res
olution that calls the cover
“tasteless,
Islam-a-phobic,
mean spirited and racially
offensive.” It calls on other
Americans who are offended
by the cover to contact the
magazine about their concerns.
A
message
seeking
comment from the New Yorker
was left at the magazine’s
offices on Thursday.
The cover depicts Obama,
who would be the first black
U.S. president if elected in
November,
in
traditional

Muslim clothing. It shows his
wife, Michelle, with an assault
rifle slung over one shoulder,
dressed in camouflage and
combat boots, with her hair in
an Afro. The cover shows them
bumping fists as an American
flag bums in a fireplace behind
them and a portrait of Osama
bin Laden hangs above the
mantel.
The magazine has said
satire is part of what it does “to
hold up a mirror to prejudice,
the hateful, and the absurd.
And that’s the spirit of this
cover.”
New Yorker editor David
Remnick told the Huffington
Post Web site that the cover
was chosen because it had
something to say.
In comments after his
speech, Paterson said that no
matter what reason the
magazine gives for the cover, it
was hurtful.
“The reality is that it hurts
people, they knew it would
hurt people; it was designed to
do that and also to feed the
prurient interest of bigoted,
prejudiced people in this
society,” Paterson said.
Obama said Tuesday that
the cover doesn’t bother him
but that it was an insult to
Muslim Americans. Obama is
a Christian, but has long
fought rumors that he is
secretly a Muslim.

Republican
presidential
hopeful John McCain has
called the cover “totally inap
propriate” and said he would
understand if Obama and his
supporters find it offensive.
NAACP spokesman
Richard McIntire said
Thursday that the group wants
the New Yorker to understand
and hear from all Americans
that the cover was inappropri
ate.
“This is a call to all like
minded individuals — those
who believe in justice and
fairness — that this type of
attack has to stop,” McIntire
said.
Paterson, who spoke on the
closing day of the convention,
was there partly to put out an
early welcome
mat
for
NAACP delegates, who will
hold their 100th convention in
New York City in 2009.
Paterson spoke of the
NAACP’s struggles through
the years for equality and
justice. He also asked whether
America can “reject the
crucible of race that has
dictated and pervaded all of
our history to embrace an
African-American man” as
U.S. president.
“We will find out in the
next few months, what
America
can
do,”
said
Paterson, drawing more cheers
and applause.

Free At Last: Patrick Waller
Is Latest Dallas County
DNA Exoneree
BY GORDON JACKSON
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE DALLAS EXAMINER

DALLAS (NNPA) - Upon
hearing the four magic words
from District Judge John Adams,
‘You’re free to go,” Patrick
Waller raised both arms in jubila
tion as family, friends and sup
porters gave a thunderous
applause.
Waller, 38, became the l8th
man in Dallas County since 2001
to be released from prison after
DNA testing revealed his
innocence of the kidnapping,
burglary and rape charges that
kept him in prison for 16 years.
“I feel vindicated, I feel
thankful. Most of all, I feel
blessed,” Waller told reporters,
after saying, “I’m free” to an aunt
in North Carolina through his
very first use of a cell phone.
For the first time since
1992, a freed Waller tearfully
embraced his mother, Patricia
Cunningham. “It’s okay now,
baby. You’re going home,”
Cunningham reassured her son.
Waller’s release, in addition
to the 17 before him in Dallas
County and 35 in Texas, forces
hard-core
questions
about
aspects of the nation’s criminal
court system - past and present.
When the Texas state legislature
passed a bill in 2001 allowing the
use of DNA evidence for incar
cerated inmates, it opened a huge
can of worms in revealing past
injustices within its courts.
The joke in prison is that
everybody there says they’re
innocent The revelation from
cases like Waller’s is, sometimes
they’re right
The Innocence Project of
Texas conducted the DNA testing
that set Waller free. Dallas’ D.A.

office forged a partnership with
the organization, as part of
their groundbreaking Conviction
Integrity Unit initiative, where all
felony cases are being reviewed
for possible DNA testing.
At first, Waller wasn’t
granted that access. He was
denied DNA testing twice, in
2001 and 2005, when previous
District Attorney Bill Hill was in
office. Watkins, Texas’ first black
district attorney, cleared the way
for Waller’s testing after succeed
ing Hill.
“We’re just thankful that
Patrick is free. You can think
you’re free and you’re not,”
Cunningham said about his son.
“The last time they brought
Patrick here, they sent him back
to prison. I had to call Gary and
say ‘what is the problem?’”
Waller was charged on
March 25, 1992, with being one
of two men who abducted a man
and his wife at the West End in
downtown Dallas. The couple
was forced into a vehicle at
gunpoint, forced to withdraw
$200 from an ATM and trans
ported to an abandoned Oak Cliff
house, where they were forced to
disrobe and the wife was sexually
assaulted. Two men also later
abducted a second couple.
For reasons still unclear,
Waller’s photo was put in a photo
line-up, picked out by three ofthe
four victims, and then picked out
by the fourth victim in a live line
up.
As in several of the other
exoneree cases, withholding of
key evidence during a crucial
time window was a factor in
Waller’s false incarceration, said
Gary Udashen, Waller’s attorney.
He also credited Watkins,
assistant
district
attorney,
Michelle Moore, and Special

Fields Bureau Chief Michael
Ware for Waller’s freedom.
“If it wasn’t for them, Mr.
Waller would have probably
spent the rest of his life in
prison,” Udashen said.
Not only did the DNA testing
free Waller, it implicated the
actual perpetrators. Testing on the
second profile matched with
Byron Bell, who confessed to the
crime when questioned. He in
turn implicated Mondo Green as
the second abductor.
Neither can be tried for the
offense because the statute of
limitations ran out.
“One of the people who did
this was in prison and has been
released on parole,” Stickels said.
“Had this test been done prior to
this time, that person would have
never been released on parole
because the parole board would
have known that he committed
this offense and he would have
still been in prison today.”
Waller defiantly maintaining
his innocence helped keep him in
prison, as opposed to giving a
bogus confession to the parole
board that might have freed him.
“I knew that if I gave up, it
was over.”
Waller’s mother applauded
her son’s integrity.
“If you don’t do the crime,
don’t
serve
the
time,”
Cunningham said.
Udashen is one advocate also
calling to exonerate those who
are not fortunate to have DNA
evidence to aid their quest for
freedom.
“There’s a lot of people who
are in prison for offenses they
didn’t commit and there’s not
DNA,” he said.

Health Experts Discuss
HIV And Other STDs Among
Black Women
BY MYRA BLACKBURN
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE LOS ANGELES
SENTINEL
LOS ANGELES (NNPA) Health
advocates
recently
gathered at the New Orleans
Vieux Carre Restaurant to
discuss causes of skyrocketing
HIV/AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases among black
women.
HTV/STD reports indicate
that 2.8 million new cases of
Chlamydia and HIV/AIDS infec
tions are among women, but the
majority of the women who make
up these new cases are AfricanAmerican. African-American
women are more likely than
Hispanics and any other race to
become infected with HIV/AIDS
and other STDs.
The influence of alcohol and
drugs are the main factors with
African-American women con
tracting this life threatening virus,
since substances put them in bad
situations where they make poor
judgments about sex, say medical
experts.

Homosexuality within the
African- American community is
also putting black women at risk
due to male partners who engage
in unprotected intercourse with
other men without telling their
female partners.
One speaker mentioned that
prominent homosexual Caucasians
are more likely to embrace their
homosexual lifestyle than AfricanAmerican men.
“We aren’t talking to each
other about this issue,” Tony
Wafford, national director of
Program for Action Network said.
“Black men aren’t talking to
women, and we need more open
and honest dialogue.”
One woman said the Hip Hop
culture has a big influence on
sexual behaviors causing the
HTV/AIDS epidemic in the black
community and Wafford agrees.
He said the Hip Hop culture
speaks bluntly about sexual activ
ities. Because of the misguidance
of the Hip Hop culture embracing
promiscuity and unsafe sexual
behaviors among youth and
young adults, HTV and STDs will
continue to skyrocket. Wafford

said Hip Hop is not the only genre
that talks about sex in their music.
He said other genres like Jazz and
Rock ‘n’ Roll talked about sex,
but not in ways where sex is
dehumanizing.
“We had music that talked
about sex since the beginning of
time,” Wafford said. “But for
example [when] Billie Holiday
would sing, ‘Come put a little
sugar in my bowl, we knew what
she was talking about.”
Health Educator Erika Siever,
Department of Public Health, said
it’s the lack of education and
support inside the households and
the mainstream media that does
not own up to their responsibility
about sexual intercourse.
“[Most of the time], parents
don’t know how AIDS is
spreading,” Siever said. “We also
need to address them in schools,
and movies could show some areas
of responsibility when it comes to
sex as well. We need to educate our
kids about condoms. Show a guy
actually putting on a condom [in
the movies]. We need to show the
image of responsibility.”

NAACP Protests Mortgage
Discrimination During
National Day Of Action
SEATTLE (NNPA) - The
National NAACP declared a
“National Day of Action” against
mortgage discrimination early
this month. Across the U.S. in
over 15 major markets, including
Seattle, local NAACP branches
held press conferences on court
house steps, in front of banks and
in areas hard hit by trusted
lending institutions.
“Every one of us deserves
equal access to the American
Dream of home ownership,” said
NAACP General Counsel Angela
Ciccolo, declaring the day on July
2. “Making amends is just the
beginning. We want to make sure
African-Americans are never vic
timized by the lending industry
again.”
The NAACP has filed a class
action lawsuit against 17 of the
nation’s largest lenders for dis
criminatory lending practices.

The defendants are Washington
Mutual
Inc,
CitiMortgage,
Suntrust Mortgage,
GMAC
Rescap, JP Morgan, National
City, First Horizon, Ameriquest
Mortgage Company, Fremont
Investment & Loan, Option One
Mortgage Corporation, WMC
Mortgage Corporation, Long
Beach Mortgage Company, BNC
Mortgage, Accredited Home
Lenders, Bear Stems Residential
Mortgage Corporation, Encore
Credit, First Franklin Financial
Corporation, and HSBC Finance
Corporation.
“The only difference between
the victims in this case and the
lenders’ other customers is the
color of their skin,” said Brian
Kabateck, who is the case’s co
lead counsel. “They had the same
credit, the same income and the
same qualifications. But because
they were African-American,

they were ripped off.
The case alleges that these
lenders gave African-American
borrowers worse loans (higher
interest rates, and other poor
terms) than borrowers of other
races with the same credit,
income and other qualifications.
The NAACP further alleges
that discrimination took place
across the country and across
income levels, including AfricanAmerican borrowers with six
figure incomes, six figure down
payments and excellent credit
histories.
“We want to force these
lenders to make amends for the
discriminatory practices,” said
Oscar Eason, president ofAlaska,
Oregon and Washington StateArea Conference of the NAACP
of the lawsuit. “We want to stamp
out this sort of discrimination for
good.”

Herzstein Foundation Delivers
$500,000 To The Buffalo Soldiers
National Museum
HOUSTON (NNPA) - The
Albert and Ethel Herzstein
Charitable Foundation has given
a check of $500,000 to the
Buffalo
Soldiers
National
Museum.
The matching funds will be
the initial financing for the reno
vation of the historic Houston
Light Guard Armory, future head
quarters for the national museum.
The facility is located on the
comer of Caroline and Alabama
streets, in Midtown, across from
the Houston Community College
Central.
The Herzstein grant is the
largest donation to date as a
match grant coming from another
Houston
foundation.
This
donation represents the ongoing
support the Herzstein Foundation
has given the museum since 2002
as they continue the work of

Albert and Ethel Herzstein, both
left their “footprints” by support
ing charitable efforts that offer
individuals opportunities for
advancement through education
and enrichment of the human
spirit, and contribute to the
quality of life in our society. The
gift, along with future matching
grants and corporate organiza
tions, will bolster Buffalo
Soldiers National Museum’s
efforts to raise $4.1 million to
complete the facility.
The new museum facility will
serve as a cornerstone for the
history and military community
in the nation. It will now be a
place for the African-American
community and other ethnic
groups to trace their genealogical
military involvement of their
families with the Buffalo
Soldiers. As one of the top

donors, Herzstein Foundation
will also have their name listed in
a prominent place in the new
facility.
‘Now that the Herzstein
Foundation has given the first
major donation to our 2008 2010 Capital Campaign for the
purchase and restoration of the
Houston Light Guard Armory,”
said Captain Matthews, “We can
now confidently seek other
matching funds and large gifts
from others. Another local foun
dation has agreed to meet the
$500,000 gift from the Herzstein
Foundation. When that check
arrives, we will make another
announcement and hope that the
balance of $3.1 million will be
given by other foundations and
our corporate friends,” Matthews
concluded.
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BLACK HISTORY
^Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Things
Garrett / . Morgan
Garrett Augustus Morgan,
Sr. (1877-1963) was an
African-American inventor
who originated a respiratory
protective hood (similar to the
modem gas masks), invented
a hair-straightening prepara
tion, and patented a type of
traffic signal. He is renowned
for a heroic rescue in which he
used his hood to save workers
trapped in a tunnel system
filled with fumes. He is
credited as the first AfricanAmerican in Cleveland to own
an automobile.
Bom on March 4,1877, in
Paris, Ky., to former slaves
Sydney Morgan and Elizabeth
(Reed) Morgan, Garrett
Morgan was the seventh of
11 children, he spent his
childhood attending school
and working with his brothers
and sisters on the family farm.
When he was 14, he moved to
Cincinnati, in search of
employment.
Morgan spent most of his
teenage years working as a
handyman for a wealthy
Cincinnati landowner. Like
many African-Americans of
his day, Morgan had to quit
school at a young age, in order
to work. However, the teen
aged Morgan hired his own
tutor and continued his studies
while living in Cincinnati.
In 1895, Morgan moved to
Cleveland, where he worked
as a sewing machine
repairman for a clothing man
ufacturer. He married Madge .
Nelson in 1896, but the
marriage ended in divorce.
News of his skill at fixing
things and experimenting
spread quickly throughout
Cleveland.
In 1907, Morgan opened
his own sewing machine and
repair shop. It was the first of
several businesses he would
own. In 1909, he expanded his
business to include a tailoring
shop. The company made
coats, suits, dresses, etc. - all
sewn with equipment that
Morgan himself had made.
Morgan experimented with a
liquid that gave sewing
machine needles a high polish
and prevented the needle from
scorching fabric, as it sewed.
Accidentally, Morgan discov
ered that this liquid not only
straightened fabric but also
hair. He made the liquid into a
cream and began the G.A.
Morgan
Hair
Refining
Company. He also made a
black hair oil dye and a
curved-tooth Iron comb in
1910, to straighten hair.
In 1908, Morgan helped
found the Cleveland
Association of Colored Men.
That same year, he married
Mary Anne Hassek (1884-1968), and together they had
three sons.
In 1920, Morgan moved
into the newspaper business
when he established The
Cleveland Call. As the years
passed, he became a prosper
ous and widely respected busi
nessman, and he was able to
purchase a home and automo
bile.
Morgan
invented
the
safety hood and smoke
protector after hearing about
the
Triangle
Shirtwaist
Factory fire. He was able to
sell his invention around the
country however, in many
instances, he would have a
white partner take credit as the

Garrett A. Morgan

inventor in order to further sell
his product. His invention
became known nationally
when he used it to save several
men from a tunnel explosion
under Lake Erie. Garrett was
awarded a gold Medal of
Bravery by prominent citizens
of Cleveland, but his nomina
tion for the Carnegie Medal
was denied, in large part
because of his race. Efforts by
Morgan and his supporters
over the years to correct this
injustice have not, so far, been
successful. Nevertheless,
Morgan^ invention won gold
medals from the International
Association of Fire Chiefs and
the International Exposition of
Sanitation and Safety.
It was Morgan’s experi
ence while driving along the
streets of Cleveland that led to
his invention of a traffic signal
device. The first Americanmade automobiles were intro
duced to U.S. consumers not
long after the turn of the
century. It was not uncommon
for bicycles, animal-powered
wagons and new gasolinepowered motor vehicles to
share the same streets and
roadways with pedestrians.
According to tradition, it was
after witnessing a collision
between an automobile and a
horse-drawn carriage that
Morgan became convinced
that something should be done
to improve automobile safety.
The Morgan traffic signal
was a T-shaped pole unit that
featured three hand-cranked
positions: Stop, Go and an alldirectional stop position. This
third position halted traffic in
all directions to allow pedes
trians to cross streets more
safely. Its one advantage over
others of its type was the
ability to operate it from a
distance using a mechanical
linkage. Morgan sold the
rights to his traffic signal to
the General Electric
Corporation for $40,000.
At
the
Emancipation
Centennial Celebration in
Chicago, in August 1963,
Morgan was nationally recog
nized. Although in ill-health,
and nearly blind, he continued
to work on his inventions; one
of his last was a self-extin
guishing cigarette, which
employed a small plastic
pellet filled with water, placed
just before the filter. Shortly
before his death, in 1963,
Morgan was awarded a
citation for his traffic signal by
the U.S. Government.
Morgan was an honorary
member of Alpha Phi Alpha,
the first intercollegiate Greekletter organization established
for African-Americans.
Garrett A. Morgan Sr. died
on July 27,1963, at the age of
86, and is buried at Lake View
Cemetery in Cleveland.
Source: Wikipedia

Patricia Era Bath
Patricia Era Bath (bom Nov.
4,1942, Harlem, N.Y.) is an oph
thalmologist and laser scientist
credited as the first AfricanAmerican woman doctor to
receive a patent for a medical
invention. Bath received the
patent in 1988 for an “Apparatus
for ablating and removing
cataract lenses,” a version of a
device designed to help remove
cataracts with a fiberoptic laser.
Bath graduated with a baccalau-/
reate degree from Hunter College
in 1964, then from Howard
University School of Medicine in
1968.
In Harlem, half the patients
were blind or visually impaired.
At the eye clinic at Columbia, by
contrast, there were very few
obviously blind patients. This
observation led Bath to conduct a
retrospective
epidemiological
study, which documented that
blindness among blacks was
double that among whites. She
reached the conclusion that the
high prevalence of blindness
among blacks was due to lack of
access of ophthalmic care, As a
result, she proposed a new disci
pline, known as community
ophthalmology, which is
now operative worldwide.
Community
ophthalmology
combines aspects of public
health, community medicine, and
clinical ophthalmology to offer
primary care to underserved pop
ulations. Volunteers trained as
eye workers visit senior centers
and daycare programs to test
vision and . screen for cataracts,
glaucoma, and other threatening
eye conditions. This outreach
has saved the sight of
thousands whose problems
would otherwise have gone undi
agnosed and untreated. By identi
fying children who need eye
glasses, the volunteers give these
children a better chance for
success in school.
Bath was also instrumental
in bringing ophthalmic- surgical
services to Harlem Hospital’s
Eye Clinic, which did not
perform eye surgery in 1968. She
persuaded her professors at
Columbia to operate on blind
patients for free, and she volun
teered as an assistant surgeon.
The first major eye operation at
Harlem Hospital was performed
in 1970 as a result of her efforts.
In 1974 Bath joined the
faculty of UCLA and Charles R.
Drew University as an assistant
professor of surgery (Drew) and
ophthalmology (UCLA). The
following year she became the
first woman faculty member
in the Department of
Ophthalmology at UCLA’s Jules
Stein Eye Institute. As she notes,
when she became the first
woman faculty in the department,
she was offered an office “in the
basement next to the lab
animals.” She refused the spot. “I
didn’t say it was racist or sexist. I
said it was inappropriate and
succeeded in getting acceptable
office space. I decided I was just
going to do my work.” By 1983
she was chair of the ophthalmol
ogy residency training program
at Drew-UCLA, the first woman
in the USA to hold such a
position.
Despite university policies
extolling equality and condemn
ing discrimination, Bath experi
enced numerous instances of
sexism and racism throughout
her tenure at both UCLA and
Drew. Determined that her
research not be obstructed by the
“glass ceilings,” she took her
research abroad to Europe. Her
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research was accepted on its
merits at the Laser Medical
Center of Berlin, West Germany,
the Rothschild Eye Institute
of Paris, France, and the
Loughborough Institute of
Technology, England. At those
institutions she achieved her
“personal best” in research and
laser science, the fruits of which
are evidenced by her laser patents
on eye surgery.
Bath’s work and interests,
however, have always gone
beyond the confines of a univer
sity. In 1977, she and three other
colleagues founded the American
Institute for the Prevention of
Blindness, an organization whose
mission is to protect, preserve,
and restore the gift of sight. The
AIPB is based on the principle
that eyesight is a basic human
right and that primary eye care
must be made .available to all
people, everywhere, regardless
of their economic status. Much of
the work of the AIPB is done
though ophthalmic, assistants,
who are trained in programs at
major universities. The institute
supports global initiatives to
provide newborn infants with
protective anti-infection eye
drops, to ensure that children
who are malnourished receive
vitamin A supplements essential
for vision, and to vaccinate
children against diseases (such as
measles) that can lead to
blindness.
As director of AIPB, Bath
has traveled widely. On these
travels she has performed
surgery, taught new medical tech
niques,
donated equipment,
lectured, met with colleagues,
and witnessed the disparity in
health services available in
industrial
and
developing
countries.
Dr. Bath’s interest, experi
ence, and research on cataracts
lead to her invention of a new
device and method to remove
cataracts — the laserphaco
probe. When she first conceived
of the device in 1981, her idea
was more advanced than the
technology available at the time.
It took her nearly five years to
complete the research and testing
needed to make it work and apply
for a patent. Today the device is
used worldwide. With the kerato
prosthesis device, Bath was able
to recover the sight of several
individuals who had been blind
for over 30 years.
In 1993, Bath retired from
UCLA Medical Center and was
appointed to the honorary
medical staff. However, Dr.
Bath’s greatest passion continues
to be fighting blindness. Her
“personal best moment” occurred
on a humanitarian mission to
North Africa, when she restored
the sight of a woman who had
been blind for 30 years by
implanting a kerato prosthesis.
“The ability to restore sight is the
ultimate reward,” she says.
She is 65 years old and works
at a clinic still helping the blind.

Lonnie Johnson
Lonnie Johnson, bom Oct.
6, 1949, is best known as the
inventor of the Super Soaker
water gun. The top selling toy
in the United States in 1991
and 1992, the Super Soakers
have generated over $1 billion
in sales since 1990. Today,
many Web sites are devoted to
them.
Johnson is also the
president and founder
of Johnson Research and
Development Co., Inc., a
technology development
company, and its spin off
companies, Excellatron Solid
State, LLC; Johnson ElectroMechanical Systems, LLC;
and Johnson Real Estate
Investments, LLC.

Lonnie Johnson, inventor

Articles on Lonnie
Johnson have appeared
in numerous publications
including Time Magazine, the
New York
Times,
and
Inventor’s Digest. Johnson
serves on the Board of
Directors of the Georgia
Alliance for Children, an
organization which serves as
an informed and influential
voice to protect the rights and
interests of Georgia’s less
fortunate children. He is a
board member of the Hank
Aaron Chasing the Dream
Foundation, and has served on
the Board of Directors of the
Commonwealth
National
Bank.
In his hometown of
Marietta, Ga., Feb. 25, 1994
was declared “Lonnie G.
Johnson Day” in his honor.
Johnson graduated from
Williamson High School Irf
Mobile, Ala., and holds a
B.S. degree in Mechanical
Engineering, an M.S. degree
in Nuclear Engineering, and
an honorary Ph.D. in Science
from Tuskegee University.
Upon
graduation,
he
worked as a research engineer
at Oak Ridge National
Laboratory, and then joined
the U.S. Air Force, serving as
Acting Chief of the Space
Nuclear Power Safety Section
at the Air Force Weapons

Laboratory in Albuquerque,
N.M.
In 1979, he left the Air
Force to accept a position as
Senior Systems Engineer
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena,
Calif.j where he worked on
the Galileo mission to Jupiter.
Returning to the Air Force
in 1982, he served as an
Advanced Space Systems
Requirements Officer at
Strategic Air Command head
quarters in Omaha, Neb.,
and as chief of the Data
Management Branch, SAC
Test and Evaluation Squadron
at Edwards Air Force Base in
California. He was awarded
the Air Force Achievement
Medal and the Air Force
Commendation Medal on two
different occasions.
In 1987, he returned to the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
where he worked on the Mars
Observer project and was the
fault protection engineer
during the early stages of the
Cassini (Saturn) project. He
was responsible for ensuring

The Super Soaker

that single point spacecraft
failures would hot result in
loss of the mission. During his
nine year career with JPL, he
received multiple achieve
ment awards from NASA! for
his work in spacecraft system
design.
In 1989, Johnson formed
his' own engineering firm and
licensed his most famous
invention, the Super Soaker
water gun, to Larami
Corporation. Two years later,
the Super Soaker generated
oyer $200 million in retail
sales, and became the number
one selling toy in America.
Larami Corporation was
eventually purchased by
Hasbro, the second largest toy
manufacturer in the world.
Over the years, Super Soaker
sales have totaled close to $1
billion., Currently, Lonnie
Johnson holds over 80
patents, with over 20 more
pending, and is the author of
several publications on space
craft power systems.
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Breakfast Ministry..................... .Sunday 8:00 ajm.
Church School.......................................9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship.................................. ?10:30 aai.
Bible Study.................................TuesdaY 7:00 pjvi.
Youth Church....................Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Fl
|

, place for^

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
2401 - 5th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 327-1373
Early Morning Worship........................................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................. ...........9:30 a.m.

Weekly Schedule

Morning Worship........................................................... ...... ..11:00 a.m.

AFRICAN METHODIST

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting....................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Sunday School....................................................... ...9:30 a.m.

episcopaloNurch

Sunday Early Morning Worship Service. .11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise................................ ...6:30 p.m.

......... 11:00 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting.......................................... .

Reverend David L.
and Dorothy
Connelly

Wednesday Bible Study................................... ...6:30 p.m,
Friday Youth Activities.................................... ...6:30 p.m,

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Victory Christian Center Church

The Old Landmark Cathedral

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

Church Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Schedule of Services

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant and
Lady Danita B. Bryant

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Radio Broadcast: WRXB @ 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM
Transportation Service is Available by calling: 727/463-1120

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Queen Street

(except Wednesdays)

Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

Sunday

WALKING iN THEPROMtSeD VtSIOti

»

A

Morning Worship
1 0:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

Wednesday

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-4356

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

ar

«■ «* n in ks m n ■ w tt

Come Grow With Us!

www.travelwiththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

“WaCking Qn ^Tfte ‘PromisedVision"

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

«s h u m «s m

Log on:

(727) 686-9356

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Dominion and Power

Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Worship C en ter

Saipt JohP Friipitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 «.Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 134O.com
Scheduled Services:
Early Morning..................................... ,..................8:00 a.m.
Church School...................................................................9:45a.m.
Mid-Morning...................................................................11:00a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.

Seek.

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
od should be user-friendly?
Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: ’‘Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...........................9:30 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship............................ 11:00 a.m.

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Communion...........................................First Sunday

9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Cooperate Prayer/Bible Study
7:30 p.m.
1115 N. Martin Luther King Ave.
. Clearwater, Florida 33755
727.441.1759

Trinity <Pres6yterian Cburcb
2830 22ndfrvenue South
St. (Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590
Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
Alfonso Woods,

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

Sunday New Member Orientation................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting.........7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.............. 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study.... .7:00 p.m. - 8:00 pjn.

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Wednesday Tutoring....................6:00 pjn. - 7:00 pjn.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

11:00 a.m.

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

& veronica Davis

Tel: 727-898-2457 Fox: 727-895-6898

—

.. .

,

„

unityteiTipleoftruth@msn.com

YOUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AD
COULD BE HERE!

Pastor

Morning Worship

, u,

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

Call TODAY!!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 * www.stmarkch.org

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule off Services

Sunday Worship Service..... ..10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................... ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).... ....7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”
Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: itifo@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship............ ................. 7:30 aan.
Sunday School'....................... ................. 9:30 aan.
Morning Worship..................... ................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study............. ................. 6:00 pan.
Wednesday Prayer Service......... ..................7:00 pan.

Rev. Clarence \
Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart ofthe city"

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Church School ................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...................................................... 10:45a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................. 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

207 - 10th Street North

Missionary Baptist Church

FL 33705
(727) 898-9407

St. Petersburg,

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www. fmbctheship. org

Sunday School .•..••••..••.....••••••••......9:30 ajn.
Morning Worship •••.•.....•.•..•.•••...11:00 ajn.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday............. 7:45 A.M. and ll A.M. Worship

Wednesday Evening Prayer ••.•••..6:30 pan.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School........................................ 9:30 A.M.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

"Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and

Thursday..................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

"Praying and
Praising"

PfiflYCB Tvwcr Church vr Qvd in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Rastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Rastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

SERYICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class............ ..................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship................ ....................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday....................................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship........................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class........................... .....7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class................... ............7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

The Rock

of

Sunday

Sunday School -10:30 ajn.
A. M. Service -11:30 aan.
YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
P.M. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pan.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 ajn.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Church School:...................
Devotion:.............................
Praise and Worship:...........
Morning Worship Service:
Bible Study each Tuesday:

Ptace a directory ad
for your cburcb
here today!
■

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

"Inspiring and
Instructing"

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
M
F
W
B
C

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

............ ’......9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
................. 10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
................. 10:20 a.m. — 10:30 a.m.
.......... ......... ....................10:30 a.m.
....................... .................. 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Our Purpose Is The Advancement Of God’s Kingdom And :
Promotion OfThe Spiritual. Moral, Social And Economic
Welfare Of Our Members And Community

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghtopeonline.org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

I®

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.
Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Services
Sunday: 8:00am And 10:00am
Wednesday: 7:00pm

Church School......................... 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

Praise & Worship Service ... 10:30 a.m.

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin........................................................... Associate Pastor
The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler.......................................Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry

....................................................................••••••

Children & Youth Ministry

James Robinson

................................ ............... -............Joyce Robinson

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

2901 54th Ave. South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Clerk Ministry ............ ........................................................................ ........... Wyvonnia McGee

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”
“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People’’

i

Reveremd Dr. ManUEL Sykes

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street Street
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

727-327-0593

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesday, 12:00 noon
and Thursday, 6:45 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize ofthe high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Sunday
Corporate Prayer 10:30 am
Worship Service

11KX) am

Thursday
PASTOR BILL JESSffl
Revealing Truth Ministries
St. Pete Beach, FL

rCew HG. Olive 'Primitive Baptist Iflturch

Corporate Prayer 6:30 pm
BibleStudy
700 pm

Saturday________ ____
Corporate Prayer 900 am

Peculiar People -Persuaded ta Perform Sis Purpose”
3U01

18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Children's Church Available

rastor & Founder of Revealing Truth Ministries

www.revealirn

(727)866-2567
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend

mornings at 11:00. We invite you to join us as

Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope Church

we pray for the needs of the people through

family invite you to worship with us on

out the world and thank God for the many

Sunday morning. Our services for the day

blessings He has bestowed upon us. “Do not

include Early Morning Service at 7:45,

be anxious about anything, but in everything,

Sunday School at 9:15 (classes for all ages)

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

and Mid-Morning Service at 10:30.

present your requests to God.”

Our

Esteemed

Pastor,

the

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer,

Understanding,

&

Spiritual

UPCOMING

EVENTS

(Call

727-896-

5228 for details)

Healing)
Prayer Service and Bible Study are held
on Wednesday evenings.

Prayer Service

• July 27 - Festival of Tables, 4-6 p.m.
Contribution: $5.00

begins at 6:30 in the evening and Bible Study

• August 9 - J. L. Fennell Scholars

begins at 7:30. During the summer months,

Community Health Fair Give-Away (Further

various biblical characters will be discussed

details will be provided later)

and/or portrayed during the Bible Study hour.
Won’t you join us?
Prayer

Band

is

held

on

Thursday

Thought for the Week: “If Jesus needed to
pray, how can we do less?”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the
leadership of its dynamic, spirited, man of God, the

welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every

Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation of St.
Mark, extends to the community at large, its wishes that

Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every

there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon

Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study every Thursday

their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered

evening at 7:00.
St.

haven of hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for

Mark

After

School

Tutoring

Ministry:

and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.

Neighbors Involved in Kids Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to

Mark, we are Christians willing to Work and partner .in

all school age children ever Tuesday, Wednesday, and

unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus

Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
DESTINATION GRADUATION Summer Success

Christ.
Upcoming Events for July 2008
July 21-25 State Convention and Youth Convention

Initiative opened June 18, 2008 and is designed to keep
children on track during the summer months. The program

hosted by New Jerusalem M.B.C., Rev. J.L. Downing,

has something for all age groups:

Pastor (Landland, FL)
July 27 Children and Youth Ministry Outing to Mt.

not an overnight event) give little ones the opportunity to

Tabor, Tampa, at 4:00 p.m.

wear their pajamas as they come out to listen to bed time

Ages 4-7 - Wednesday night pajama parties (this is

July 30 PIZZA Ministry from 6 to 8 p.m.

stories, view movies and participate in arts and crafts and.

St. Mark Offers...
Sunday School is held for both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at

more.
Grades 3-11 can get the help they need in areas they
struggled with during the school year which include

9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.

reading comprehension, reading fluency, math and more.

Baptist Training Union is each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and leam “What Baptist

These services are completely free to all children and
membership at St. Mark is not a. requirement.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St. Mark Computer
Lab will be open and available for use on Tuesday and

Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held

Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Prepares for REVIVAL
It is coming close to REVIVAL time at
Friendship. Pastor Dr. John A Evans Sr., his

at

the

Friendship

Missionary

Baptist

Church:

family and the SHIP family, located at
3300 31st St. S., open there arms and doors

July 21-25 Vacation Bible Study at 7 p.m.

to the community.

July 27 - Sunday Morning Worship at

In preparation for the

Under the Leadership of God’s
anointed Pastor/Teacher Clark Hazley
Sr., the Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church family is prayerfully
reaching out into our community
building Godly relationships. A
church family who loves meeting
and sharing God’s Word! We
challenge you to step out in Faith,
Believing the Word of God, Trusting
God, for He will do just what He said
He would do!
Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him. ”

Revival the church will be in prayer each

7:45; Sunday School at 9:30; Mid-

night, Aug 11 -13 at 7:00. This year we are

Morning Worship 10:45; Discipleship

delighted to have as our guest preacher,

Class at 4 p.m.

Pastor Darius Jeffries, honorable pastor of

July 28 - Monday - Pastor’s Anniversary

Faith Baptist Church of Cocoa, Fla. Mark

Meeting at 7 p.m.

your calendar now for Aug. 18 - 20th and

July 30 - Wednesday - Bread of Life Noon

be blessed by this powerful minster.

Bible Study and Bible Study at 7 p.m.

There is something going on at the

For more ihformation about any church

SHIP for everyone in the family. And a

event please contact the church at (727)

family that worships together is a stronger

906 - 8300.

Having been led, as we believe, by
the Spirit of God to receive the Lord
Jesus Christ as our Savior; and on the
profession of our faith. We the people
of God returning to God’s Word, pro
claiming, God’s Will in provoking
His love among one another.
Announcements:

Sat., July 26 at 7:00 p.m., Couples
Night Out
Sat., Aug. 30 at 8:00 a.m., Church
Trip (Holy Land) Orlando, FL
Upcoming Events:

Sun., August 17 ALL SERVANT
DAY

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
“I will love thee, O Lord, my strength.” Psalm 18:1

The Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church family under
the leadership of Pastor Clarence A. Williams
welcomes your presence this Sunday for
Worship Services. The teaching of God’s Word,
songs of praise and the inspiring messages will
help along this spiritual journey. Our prayer is
that your faith and understanding increase in the
knowledge of the ways of God. Join us as we.
endeavor to do God’s will, God’s way. We
encourage your presence and participation. Our
doors are always open and we would love to
have you come and join us.
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30,
followed by Church School at 9:30. Come grow
and glow as we share one with another. At 11:00
a.m., our Praise Team will set the tone as we
prepare for our Contemporary Worship Service.
The Youth Choir will bless your soul in song
throughout the day. Join us for a hallelujah good
time in the Lord. Come anticipating a blessing
just for you, as the Word is proclaimed. Pastor
Williams will deliver the message at both
services.

Stewart-Isom Memorial C.M.E. Church
• Bro. Paul Hodges as Lead Musician
• 88 fingers Bro. Joseph Thomas as Lead
Keyboardist
• Bro. Deon Bryant former member of the
FAMU 100 as Lead Percussionist and Sound
Engineer.
We are seeking to host a 100 Voice
Community Workshop Choir.
This event is scheduled for July 24 25, at 6:00
p.m., and the Concert will be held on Saturday,
July 26, 2008 at 7:00 p. m. at Stewart-Isom
Memorial C.M.E. Church, located at 1820 Walton
Street South.
For more information, please contact: Rev.
Deborah R. Green, Program Coordinator at (727)
821-9472 or Sis. Keisha Long-Watson, Program
Assistant at (727) 374-7228.
The fourth Sunday Pre-Anniversary Services
will resume on Sunday, July 27, with the Word of
Life Fellowship Church and Rev. Ellis Hodges,
Pastor, as our guests. The service will begin at
4:00 p.m. We invite you to come and fellowship
with us.

Weekly ministries:

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion
for a day of ministry. Wednesday - Vintage Bible
Study, 11:00 a.m., come enjoy the Word and lunch
Bible Study, 6:00 p.m., collectively we leam more
of God. Hour of Power, 7:00 p.m., come as you are
for a powerful hour of song, prayer, praise and
preaching.
Upcoming Events:

August 15 and 17 - Come, let us celebrate “A
Good Man” during our Pastor’s Appreciation,
capturing “Nine Years in Review.” Make plans to
join us as we show our appreciation and love for
our dynamic leader.
August 16 - Back to School Night, 6:00.
Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we
Mount up at Mount Zion!
Thought for the week:
“Remember,
Humility is power under control.”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under
the leadership of our soldier of the cross, and
drum major for justice, Dr. Rickey L. Houston,
extend an invitation to the community to join us
as we communicate God’s Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship service on Sunday, Sunday School at
9:00 a m., and Bible Study and Teen Summit on
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We also
encourage the community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church is committed to a Christ-centered,
people-centered, team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on love, for
giveness, unity, peace and growth. We celebrate
in worship ... we care for one another ... we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both
individually and corporately... and we commu
nicate God's truth at every opportunity. Living
out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries at Bfethel Metropolitan for all ages
and interests.

family so bond your family with programs

“This I recall to my mind, therefore I have
hope. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because his compassions fail not”
Lamentations 3:21-22
The Stewart-Isom Family welcomes back our
pastor and family, Rev. and Mrs. A. Anthony
Robinson, HI, their son, Arthur, and daughter,
Audra, who recently attended the Florida Annual
Conference ofthe Fifth Episcopal District recently
held in Orlando, Florida. We also welcome Rev.
Marandra C. Rivers, the new presiding elder ofthe
Tampa-Miami District who replaces the recently
retired Rev. Marion E. Rollerson.
Stewart-Isom Memorial is celebrating its 97th
Plus Church Anniversary and would like to invite
the Tampa Bay community to celebrate with us.
Our Anniversary Committee has prepared a
Music Workshop, “I Will Sing Hallelujah,” as one
of our pre-anniversary celebration services.
This program will include:
• Bro. Michael A. Walker from WRXB as our
Choir Director and Voice Trainer

Mission Statement:

every Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are

Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of

doctrine that has as its central theme, a belief that we are a

Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

The Music Ministry and Youth Ministry are
preparing for their annual Back to School
Concert Sunday, Aug. 10, at. 4:00 p.m. This
annual event is designed for children and youth
to present their talents through song, dance and
creative expression. There will be performances
from youth choirs, mimes, drill teams, and
creative expression groups throughout the bay
area. A community outreach is also part of this
great praise service; backpacks filled with basic
school supplies are given to children and youth
in the community.
Upcoming Events:

Aug. 2 - Prayer Breakfast 8:30; Singles
Ministry Luau from 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Aug. 10 - Back to School Concert
4:00 p.m.
Aug. 16 - Women’s Ministry Workshop
8:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Aug. 17 - Fellowship-Mt Pilgrim MBC
4:00 p.m.
Aug.
31
Pastoral
Anniversary
10:00 a.m.

Old Landmark Cathedral
“WHATS SO GOOD ABOUT THE BAD?”
David writes in Psalms 119:66) Teach me good

Which means affliction has away of helping us leam,

judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy com

cleave, and cling to God’s word. It helps us recover from

mandments. 67) Before I was afflicted I went astray: but

our going astray and our wanderings into the things ofthe

now have I kept thy word. 68) Thou art good, and doest

world.

good; teach me thy statutes. 69) The proud have forged a lie

The second thing affliction does is it becomes a

against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole

catalyst for our increase and growth. The Children of Israel

heart. 70) Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy

lived in slavery in Egypt under great oppression. They were

law. 71) It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I

severely afflicted by their Egyptian masters, but a curious

might leam thy statutes. To afflict means to oppress, to put

and unintended tiling happened to the Children of Israel as a

down, become low, to be depressed, be downcast, to distress

consequence and effect of their bondage:

so severely as to cause persistent suffering or anguish.

states that “the more they afflicted them, the more they mul

However you define it, it is our common understanding

Exodus 1:12

tiplied and grew..

that affliction - is bad! Everyone had been afflicted by or

In sum, affliction, no matter how bad it is, can be good

with something in their lives. If not, as the old folks say:

for us in that through the experience we should cease our

“Just keep on living!” We can all probably agree that these

wandering and seek His word, and therefore be multiplied

times of affliction were the bad times. Yet David declares

and grow in the spirit. I encourage you to let some good

(v71) It is good for me that I have beeh afflicted?

come from the bad.

Therefore I would ask: What’s so good about the bad?

David said it was good for me that I was afflicted, not

The answer is partially in what David said he did before he

good to me. It may not feel good to you at tiie time, but if

was afflicted (v67) Before I was afflicted I went astray.

we have the right frame of mind and right spirit there can be

Afterwards, however, he says “have I kept thy word.”

some good to come of it.
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Gibbs High School Class Of 1958 50th Class Reunion
1958
continuedfrom front page
Inn Sunspree Resort, Marina Cove,
6800 Sunshine Skyway Lane.
Sunday, following the celebration
banquet, worship service was held at
John Hopkins Middle School formerly known as 16th Street Junior
High - where the class started as
seventh graders. Pastor Gaskin and
New Philadelphia Community Church
provided the morning service, with a
soul-searching sermon titled, “Law &
Order: Search Warrant From Heaven.”
The final fellowship at the hotel
was a luncheon and short meeting with
thoughts focused toward the future.
Everyone had an unforgettable time!
Photographs courtesy of Ann Burney
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Mrs. Mamie Rogers & Family Announces
Death and Funeral Services Of
Rev. John Willie Rogers

Have You Seen A
Glaucoma Specialist?
• Glaucoma is the #1 cause of blindness among
African-Americans
• 80% of Glaucoma blindness can be prevented
• One half of all Glaucoma patients don’t know they have it

Call Now for your complimentary
glaucoma screening through July
(727)581-8706

Kevin C Greenidge, MD, MPH, FACS

board-certified, fellowship-trained glaucoma
specialist with 27 years of clinical and surgical
experience in complicated glaucoma cases.

TIhe Eve INSTITUTE
Of West FloRidA
Better Vision-Our Specialty

St. Petersburg, Largo, Clearwater
Age: 67 Native of: Waynesboro, GA

,

The Family:
Parents: The late John Milledge Rogers And Luverta Ingram Rogers
He was preceded in death by one sister, Jeannete Rogers, and two brothers, Sam and Emmitt Rogers

ith Cathedral
Faith

He leaves to cherish his memories: his wife, Mamie Rogers, four daughters, Deborah (Thomas)
Walton of Decatur, GA, Tonya (John) Holden, Letetia Rogers, arid Jana (Jonathan) Webb of Ocala,

International Church
' f

FL. Two sisters, Dorothy (William) Gale, and Betty (Sandy) Newkirk One step-sister Doris Phillips

Services at

of Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Six brothers Wallace (Brenda) Of Largo, FL, Emory, James, Larry of Ft.

Catherine A, Hickman Theater

Lauderdale, FL, Milton (Pam) ofAugusta, GA, John “Jay” Jr (Brenda) of Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

5501 27th Ave South

Grandchildren Erica Holden of Tallahassee, FL, Jane “Auryel” Walton of Decatur, GA, Alicia

Gulfport FL. 33707

Holden, Ashley Holden, Christopher Scott, and Jordan Smith. One Great-grand Kailyn Teal of

‘

Tallahassee, FL. Three aunts Jessie Lee Thomas, Ozella Thomas of Richland, GA, and Sallie Collier

(727)866-8469

of Miami, FL. One uncle John Ingram. Two sisters-in-law, Grade Pace, and Linda Rogers of Winter

l&rettia Franklin

IHhL

™ isf
w*

Park, FL. One brother-in-law, Levy (Madelyn) Thomas of Sanford, FL. Special 'cousin Levenia

B11033

Hunter. Special friends Leo and Annie Godby. God-daughter Stephanie (Sean) Dixon.

'g, FI. 33733

God-son Minister Anthony Miffin. A host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and many friends.

aol.com
Scheduled Service days are every 2nd & 4th Sunday
Cali or email church for all additional services.

Services:
The Wake: Friday, July 25,2008,6:00 P.M.

Morning Services 9:30 am
"Now Faith is the Substance of things hoped for and the
Evidence of things not seen” - Hebrew 11:1

Funeral Service: Saturday, July 26,2008,11:00 A.M.

“This is the Lord’s doing, it is marvelous in our eyes'- Psalms 118:23

St Marie Missionary Baptist Church
1301 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
A Creal Service

publix.com/ads

Publix

W H E R E

S HO P PI N G

IS

A

PLEA SURE.

Lean Ground Beef ’

Asparagus
High in Folate and a Good Source of Vitamin C
SAVE UP TO 1.50 LB

Italian Five Grain Bread

Z,—

Choose From Wheat or White, Contains: Oats, Cracked Wheat, Barley,
Millet, Flaxseed, and Sunflower Seeds, From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf
SAVE UP TO .60

12-Pack Selected
Coca-Cola Products
Doritos
Tortilla
Chips

18-Pack
Miller Lite Beer;

Boar’s Head* All American BBQ Chicken and

Assorted Varieties, 12.25 to 13-oz bag

SAVE UP TO 1.00

Bacpn, Coleslaw. BBQ Sauce, Choice pf Toppings,

{Excluding Baked!, Light, and Natural

(12-Pack Natural lee or Natural Light Beer,

With Medium Drink, and Chips, each

Quantity rights reserved

12-oz can or bot,... 5.99)

SAVE IIP TO .50

SAVE UP TO 3.79

Boar’s Head8
BBQ Chicken

z^ic

Hair Sub Combo

O—

Or

Miller Genuine; Draft, 12-oz can or bot.

12-oz Cart. Limit one deal per
coupon per customer. Customer is
responsible for all applicable taxes.
This coupon ts non-transferable.
SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

Publix.
Good through July 30 for July 24,2008
ad effective date stores.

(Frito Lay’s Dip, 9-oz can... 2/4.00)

Prices effective Thursday, July 24 through Wednesday, July 30,2008.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Lake, Polk and Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity rights reserved.

o
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